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WHAT QUALIFIES AS WINTER?

• When temperature or snow prevents effective incorporation.

• Effective Incorporation (IV.A.2.d.) - Mixing with topsoil or 
residue, or subsurface placement of nutrients by such 
means as injector, disc, sweep, mold-board plow, chisel plow, 
or other tillage/infiltration methods. Nutrients will not run 
off the field or drain to subsurface tiles during application.
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WHO NEEDS A WINTER SPREADING PLAN?

All farms mechanically applying manure and or organic by-products. 
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WHAT IS A WINTER SPREADING PLAN?

• It identifies the quantity of manure and/or organic by-products spread during periods 
of frozen or snow-covered soil, or generated in 14 days, whichever is greater.

• It identifies the capacity of storage for each manure type generated.
• It identifies the capacity for stacking manure that is ≥ 16% dry matter without 

permanent storage. 
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WINTER SPREADING RULES
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WINTER
(WHEN TEMPERATURE OR SNOW PREVENTS EFFECTIVE INCORPORATION)

• Do not mechanically apply manure within the SWQMA.

• Gleaning or pasturing of animals is allowed in SWQMA and on all slopes in winter.

Winter Spreading Map: Red=no spreadMap of where SWQMA falls within field
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WINTER
(WHEN TEMPERATURE OR SNOW PREVENTS EFFECTIVE INCORPORATION)

• Manure applications cannot exceed the P removal of the following growing 
season’s crop. 

• Limit all winter manure applications to 60 lbs. of P2O5/ac or less. 
• Limit liquid manure applications to 7,000 gal/acre.  
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WINTER
(WHEN TEMPERATURE OR SNOW PREVENTS EFFECTIVE INCORPORATION)

• Do not apply within 300 feet of direct conduits to groundwater. 
• Do not surface apply liquid manure during February and March on:

• DNR Well Compensation areas funds provided to replace wells when contaminated 
with livestock manure or;

• Silurian dolomite within five feet of soils surface.
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WINTER
(WHEN TEMPERATURE OR SNOW PREVENTS EFFECTIVE INCORPORATION)

Do not apply manure and/or organic by-products on slopes greater than 6%, unless 
the plan documents that no other accessible fields are available for winter spreading and 
two or more of the following are implemented:
1. Contour buffer strips or contour strip cropping. 
2. Leave all crop residue and no fall tillage. 
3. Apply manure in intermittent strips on no more than 50% of field. 
4. Apply manure on no more than 25% of the field during each application, waiting a 

minimum of 14 days between applications. 
5. Reduce manure app. rate to 3,500 gal. or 30 lbs. P2O5, whichever is less. 
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WINTER
(WHEN TEMPERATURE OR SNOW PREVENTS EFFECTIVE INCORPORATION)

Do not apply manure and/or organic by-products to fields where concentrated flow channels
are present unless two or more of the following are implemented:

1. Contour buffer strips or contour strip cropping. 
2. Leave all crop residue and no fall tillage. 
3. Apply manure in intermittent strips on no more than 50% of field. 
4. Apply manure on no more than 25% of the field per application, waiting at             

least two weeks between applications. 
5. Reduce manure app. rate to 3,500 gal. or 30 lbs. P2O5, whichever is less. 
6. No manure application within 200 feet of all concentrated flow channels. 
7. Fall tillage is on the contour and slopes are lower than 6%.
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SNAPPLUS WINTER SPREADING PLAN
Calculates winter manure produced, in 
14 and 120 days, from the animal 
numbers entered into the manure 
production estimator

Shows manure 
storage and capacity

Lists the two winter 
mechanical application 
practices selected for 
each field in the cropping 
screen

Shows a list of low-
risk fields best suited 
for emergency 
manure applications

Will account for manure applied through 
grazing applications, if applicable
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THE 590 CHECKLIST AND WINTER SPREADING 
REQUIREMENTS



SECTION 2. CHECKING REQUIREMENTS FOR WINTER APPLICATIONS  

Always blank

Manure produced in 
the winter needs to 
be stored, spread, or 
grazed. 



Section 2. Checking requirements for winter applications 

Will be NA if no winter manure applications

Only 1.5 acres spreadable in winter

As long as all 
fields have 
boundaries, will 
be Yes or NA

When frozen or snow-covered soils prevent effective incorporation at application:

Always if DNR Well Comp or <5’ to 
Silurian



Section 2. Checking requirements for winter applications 

Do not exceed the P removal of the following growing season’s crop 
when applying manure.  Liquid manure applications are limited to 
7,000 g/acre.  All winter manure applications are not to exceed 60 
lbs. of P2O5/acre.

When frozen or snow-covered soils prevent effective incorporation at 
application:

As long as no 
compliance 
issues for 
winter P2O5 
application rate

No problems with Winter P2O5 application rates



Section 2. Checking requirements for winter applications 

No problems with winter practices 

When frozen or snow-covered soils prevent effective incorporation at application:



NUTRIENT APPS TO SUB FIELDS

Winter Spreadable

SnapPlus allows for fertilizer to be spread in specific areas of the field to compensate where manure can’t be spread.
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