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DATCP Announces Updates to Farmland Preservation Program
Due to Recent Legislative Action
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: January 29, 2024

Contact: Dan Richter, Public Information Officer, (608) 419-5352
dan.richter@wisconsin.gov

Editor’s Note: Download the Farmland Preservation fact sheet.

MADISON, Wis. — The Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection
(DATCP) has announced updates to its Farmland Preservation Program due to Governor Tony
Evers signing 2023 Wisconsin Act 42 in December.

This legislation makes the following updates to the Farmland Preservation Program:

e Decreases the minimum term of a farmland preservation agreement from 15 years to 10
years for newly effective agreements starting on December 8, 2023.

e Beginning in tax year 2023, the amount of the tax credits that eligible landowners may
receive for qualifying acres will be increased to the following rates:

o From $7.50 to $10, per qualifying acre, for qualifying acres that are located in a
farmland preservation zoning district but are not subject to a farmland
preservation agreement.

o From $5 to $10, per qualifying acre, for qualifying acres that are subject to a
farmland preservation agreement but are not located in a farmland preservation
zoning district.

o From $10 to $12.50, per qualifying acre, for qualifying acres that are located in
a farmland preservation zoning district and are subject to a farmland
preservation agreement.

e Expands eligibility for farmland preservation tax credits to land that is subject to an
agricultural conservation easement purchased under s. 93.73, Wis. Stats to the extent
planned for farmland preservation and not already eligible through a farmland
preservation zoning district or farmland preservation agreement. Eligible landowners
will receive $10 per acre for qualifying acres.

e DATCP will also be required to report on tax credits per qualifying acre and
recommendations for the tax credit amounts in the program’s biennial report.

“The Farmland Preservation Program helps ensure agricultural lands will remain productive,
viable, and sustainable,” said DATCP Secretary Randy Romanski. “This change to the
program supports farmers and the future of Wisconsin agriculture and demonstrates the
commitment of Governor Evers and the legislature to Wisconsin’s $104.8 billion agriculture
industry.”

Preliminary data for claims made in 2022 shows that more than 9,700 agricultural landowners
claimed the farmland preservation tax credit on tax schedule FC-A at an average of 200 acres,
and over $1,500 per claim. Currently, there are more than 7.8 million acres located in an
eligible zoning district, Agricultural Enterprise Area, or both. Landowners who are interested
in participating in the Farmland Preservation Program can contact their local land conservation
department to get started. To locate lands in an eligible area, consult the interactive map at
https://datcpgis.wi.gov/maps/?viewer=fpp.

About the Farmland Preservation Program

Wisconsin's Farmland Preservation Program is a tool that farmers and local governments can
use to preserve farmland, protect soil and water resources, and minimize land use conflicts.
Participating landowners are eligible for income tax credits at a per-acre rate.
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Through participation in Wisconsin’s Farmland Preservation Program, agricultural landowners
can preserve their productive farmlands and participate through locally adopted farmland
preservation zoning ordinances or by signing farmland preservation agreements in locally
petitioned Agricultural Enterprise Areas (AEAs). Communities can layer the different
participation options together to best fit their community’s needs. For more information, visit
DATCP’s website.
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Find more DATCP news in our newsroom, on Facebook, X, and Instagram.
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