
December 17, 2020 Board Meeting 

 
• Milk Production 

o In October, WI milk production totaled 2.59 billion pounds, up 2 
percent from the previous October.   

o Milk production in the 24 major states totaled 17.7 billion pounds.  
This is up 2.5 percent from the previous year.   Production in SD was 
up over 12 percent from last October.   

o As of December 1, 2020, WI had 6,949 milk cow herds.  This is down 
388 herds from December 2019. 
 

• Chicken & Eggs 
o Wisconsin egg production during October totaled 189 million eggs.  

This is down 2 percent from last year. 
o The average number of all layers on hand during October was 7.7 

million which is up 4 percent from October 2019. 
 

• October Prices Received 
o Milk price for October was $21.50 per cwt.  This was 80 cents higher 

than October a year ago.  The US price for October was $20.20.   
o Corn $3.37 per bushel down 39 cents from last October. 
o Soybeans $9.45 per bushel up 92 cents from last year. 
o Alfalfa hay $170.0 per ton down $43.00 from October 2019.  

 
• 2018 Census of Irrigation 

o In 2018, Wisconsin had 2,127 irrigated farms and 518,312 acres were 
irrigated. 

o Ground water from wells was the main source of irrigation for 
Wisconsin farms. 

o The November 30, 2020 Wisconsin Farm Reporter has more detailed 
results from the 2018 Census of Irrigation. 
 



• Other noteworthy items: 
o NASS will begin collecting data in December on the 2020 Local Food 

Marketing Practices Survey.  This is a follow-on survey to the Census 
of Agriculture.  The survey will ask questions about the marketing of 
food directly from farm producers directly to consumers, retailers, 
institutions and a variety of local food intermediaries.  Details 
collected include the value of food sales by marketing practice, 
commodity and value-added sales by marketing channel, and federal 
farm program participation. 
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Prices Received by Farmers 

The October 2020 average price received by farmers for corn 
in Wisconsin was $3.37 per bushel. This was up 11 cents from 
September but 39 cents below the previous October. 

The October soybean price, at $9.45 per bushel, was up 33 
cents from September and up 92 cents from the previous 
October. 

The October oat price was $2.43 per bushel, up 8 cents from 
the September price but $1.14 below October 2019. 

All hay prices in Wisconsin averaged $158.00 per ton in 
October, up $12.00 from September but down $37.00 from 
October 2019. The alfalfa hay price averaged $170.00 per ton 
in October, up $11.00 from September but $43.00 below the 
previous October. The other hay price averaged $132.00, up 
$22.00 from September but $17.00 below the October 2019 
price. 

October Milk Prices 

The Wisconsin all milk price for October 2020 was $21.50 per 
hundredweight (cwt). This was $3.80 higher than last month’s 
price and 80 cents higher than last October’s price.  

The U.S. all milk price for October was $20.20 per cwt, $1.30 
lower than Wisconsin’s price but $2.30 higher than last 
month’s U.S. price. Nineteen of the 24 major milk producing 
states had a higher price when compared with September 
while 5 states were lower. South Dakota had the largest 
increase in price, up $5.40 per cwt. 

The Chicago Mercantile Exchange* (CME) 40‐pound block 
cheese price closed at $1.6600 per pound on November 30, 
while barrels were $1.4150 per pound.  The CME butter price 
was $1.3625 per pound. 

For the week ending November 21, 2020, the Agricultural 
Marketing Service* U.S. weekly 40‐pound block cheese price 
averaged $2.5527 per pound, and 500 pound barrels adjusted 
to 38 percent moisture averaged $2.3034 per pound.  The 
U.S. butter price was $1.4987 per pound. 

Milk Prices1 

Selected states 
October 2019  September 2020 October 2020  

Price 
per cwt. 

Fat 
test 

Price 
per cwt. 

Fat 
test 

Price 
per cwt. 

Fat 
test 

 (dollars) (percent) (dollars) (percent) (dollars) (percent) 

Milk for all uses       
California  ...........  
Idaho  .................  
Iowa ...................  
Michigan ............  
Minnesota  .........  
New Mexico  ......  
New York  ...........  
Pennsylvania  .....  
Texas  .................  
Wisconsin  ..........  
  
United States  .....  

18.90 
20.90 
21.40 
18.50 
21.70 
18.40 
19.70 
20.20 
21.00 
20.70 

  
20.00 

3.92 
4.18 
4.07 
3.84 
4.16 
3.85 
3.94 
3.94 
4.24 
3.96 

  
3.99 

18.70 
17.60 
18.30 
16.70 
18.80 
15.60 
18.00 
18.00 
17.40 
17.70 

  
17.90 

3.82 
4.02 
4.01 
3.80 
4.06 
3.74 
3.88 
3.88 
4.17 
3.88 

  
3.90 

21.20 
21.70 
22.50 
16.90 
23.30 
18.10 
18.80 
18.80 
19.90 
21.50 

  
20.20 

3.90 
4.13 
4.13 
3.93 
4.20 
3.87 
3.99 
4.01 
4.25 
4.05 

  
4.02 

1Before deduction for hauling.  Includes quality, quantity, and other premiums.  
Excludes hauling subsidies. 

Prices Received by Farmers 

WISCONSIN 
October 

2019 

September 

2020 

October 

2020 

(dollars)  

Corn  bu 
Hay, all baled  ton 
  Alfalfa  ton 
  Other  ton 
Oats  bu 
Soybeans  bu 

3.76 
195.00 
213.00 
149.00 

3.57 
8.53 

3.26 
146.00 
159.00 
110.00 

2.35 
9.12 

3.37 
158.00 
170.00 
132.00 

2.43 
9.45 

UNITED STATES 
October 

2019 

September 

2020 

October 

2020 

(dollars)  

Corn  bu 
Hay, all baled  ton 
  Alfalfa  ton 
  Other  ton 
Oats  bu 
Soybeans  bu 
  

3.85 
161.00 
177.00 
131.00 

2.83 
8.60 

3.40 
155.00 
171.00 
125.00 

2.49 
9.24 

3.61 
158.00 
171.00 
132.00 

2.73 
9.63 

Calves  cwt 
Cattle, all beef  cwt 
  Cows1 cwt 
  Steers & Heifers  cwt 
Hogs, all  cwt 
  Barrows & Gilts  cwt 
  Sows  cwt 
Eggs (market)2 doz  

154.00 
107.00 

60.90 
109.00 

49.10 
49.70 
33.10 
0.407 

155.00 
104.00 

66.60 
105.00 

49.70 
50.90 
22.40 
0.555 

156.00 
106.00 

60.00 
108.00 

56.30 
57.30 
29.90 
0.750 

1 Beef cows and cull dairy cows sold for slaughter.  2 Mid-month price.  Also 
referred to as table eggs.  
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Chickens & Eggs 

Wisconsin egg production during October 2020 was 189 million 
eggs, up 4% from last month but down 2% from last year. The 
average number of all layers on hand during October 2020 was 
7.70 million, up 1% from last month and up 4% from last year. 
Eggs per 100 layers for October were 2,452, up 3% from last 
month but down 6% from last year.  

United States egg production totaled 9.50 billion during October 
2020, down 2% from last year. Production included 8.24 billion 
table eggs, and 1.25 billion hatching eggs, of which 1.17 billion 
were broiler-type and 79.8 million were egg-type. The average 
number of layers during October 2020 totaled 386 million, down 
3% from last year. October egg production per 100 layers was 
2,459 eggs, up 1% from October 2019. 

Total layers in the United States on November 1, 2020 totaled 388 million, down 3% from last year. The 388 million layers 
consisted of 324 million layers producing table or market type eggs, 60.5 million layers producing broiler-type hatching eggs, and 
3.14 million layers producing egg-type hatching eggs. Rate of lay per day on November 1, 2020, averaged 79.7 eggs per 100 layers, 
up 1% from November 1, 2019. 

Egg-type chicks hatched during October 2020 totaled 50.6 million, down 3% from October 2019. Eggs in incubators totaled 44.6 
million on November 1, 2020, down 7% from a year ago. Domestic placements of egg-type pullet chicks for future hatchery supply 
flocks by leading breeders totaled 197,000 during October 2020, down 1% from October 2019. 

Broiler-type chicks hatched during October 2020 totaled 805 million, down 1% from October 2019. Eggs in incubators totaled 660 
million on November 1, 2020, down 3% from a year ago. 

Layers on Hand and Eggs Produced – States and United States:  During October  2019 and 20201 

State 

Table egg layers in flocks 
30,000 & above 

All layers on hand Eggs per 100 layers Total egg production Table egg production 

2019 2020 2019 2020 2019 2020 2019 2020 2019 2020 

  (1,000 layers) (eggs)  (million eggs) 

Alabama   
Arkansas   
California   
Colorado   
Georgia   
Illinois   
Indiana   
Iowa   
Kentucky   
Maryland   
Michigan   
Minnesota   
Mississippi   
Missouri   
Nebraska   
New York   
North Carolina   
Ohio   
Oklahoma   
Oregon   
Pennsylvania   
South Carolina   
South Dakota   
Texas   
Utah   
Virginia   
Washington   
Wisconsin   
  
Other States2   
  
United States   

1,455 
 (D) 

 12,763 
 4,602 
 9,206 
 6,012 

 33,596 
 55,778 

 (D) 
 2,401 

 14,189 
 10,142 

 (D) 
 7,542 
 8,699 
 5,074 
 7,029 

 34,939 
 (D) 

 2,111 
 27,763 

 2,649 
 2,795 

 (D) 
 4,508 

 934 
 6,532 
 6,305 

  
 26,709 

  
 320,620 

1,407 
 (D) 

 12,937 
 4,771 
 9,824 
 5,882 

 33,533 
 45,815 

 (D) 
 2,402 

 14,465 
 7,773 

 (D) 
 7,905 
 7,709 
 5,233 
 7,076 

 33,070 
 (D) 

 2,012 
 27,874 

 2,368 
 2,536 

 (D) 
 4,950 

 903 
 6,537 
 6,602 

  
 25,536 

  
 306,986 

9,933 
 14,446 
 13,395 

 5,115 
 19,516 

 6,596 
 34,832 
 57,588 

 5,735 
 2,605 

 14,483 
 10,646 

 5,651 
 12,639 

 9,267 
 5,606 

 15,609 
 36,145 

 2,957 
 2,304 

 30,302 
 3,951 
 2,850 

 22,184 
 4,560 
 2,663 
 6,695 
 7,404 

  
 32,727 

  
 398,404 

10,524 
 16,406 
 13,646 

 5,279 
 20,054 

 6,451 
 34,814 
 47,658 

 5,957 
 2,616 

 14,760 
 8,265 
 5,211 

 12,977 
 8,234 
 5,790 

 15,359 
 34,287 

 2,600 
 2,183 

 30,381 
 3,623 
 2,591 

 23,277 
 5,002 
 2,649 
 6,702 
 7,700 

  
 31,394 

  
 386,390 

1,955 
 2,065 
 2,473 
 2,612 
 2,159 
 2,596 
 2,435 
 2,540 
 2,225 
 2,499 
 2,507 
 2,531 
 2,152 
 2,553 
 2,511 
 2,542 
 2,168 
 2,525 
 2,002 
 2,704 
 2,580 
 2,111 
 2,716 
 2,299 
 2,667 
 2,407 
 2,574 
 2,595 

  
 2,393 

  
 2,426 

1,966 
 2,110 
 2,439 
 2,605 
 2,236 
 2,434 
 2,552 
 2,625 
 2,337 
 2,504 
 2,593 
 2,701 
 2,205 
 2,512 
 2,563 
 2,613 
 2,260 
 2,530 
 1,873 
 2,574 
 2,572 
 2,186 
 2,725 
 2,386 
 2,587 
 2,322 
 2,537 
 2,452 

  
 2,426 

  
 2,459 

194.2 
 298.3 
 331.2 
 133.6 
 421.3 
 171.2 
 848.3 

 1,462.6 
 127.6 

 65.1 
 363.1 
 269.4 
 121.6 
 322.7 
 232.7 
 142.5 
 338.4 
 912.7 

 59.2 
 62.3 

 781.9 
 83.4 
 77.4 

 510.0 
 121.6 

 64.1 
 172.3 
 192.1 

  
 783.1 

  
 9,663.9 

206.9 
 346.1 
 332.8 
 137.5 
 448.5 
 157.0 
 888.3 

 1,251.0 
 139.2 

 65.5 
 382.8 
 223.2 
 114.9 
 326.0 
 211.0 
 151.3 
 347.1 
 867.5 

 48.7 
 56.2 

 781.4 
 79.2 
 70.6 

 555.4 
 129.4 

 61.5 
 170.0 
 188.8 

  
 761.7 

  
 9,499.5 

39.2 
 (D) 
 (D) 
 (D) 

 224.5 
 167.5 
 832.9 

 1,442.1 
 (D) 

 63.4 
 (D) 

 262.7 
 (D) 

 284.9 
 220.9 

 (D) 
 181.1 

 (D) 
 (D) 

 62.3 
 753.5 

 60.6 
 77.4 

 (D) 
 121.6 

 33.8 
 (D) 

 186.7 
  

 707.5 
  

 8,458.0 

37.2 
 (D) 
 (D) 
 (D) 

 250.5 
 153.2 
 871.8 

 1,229.1 
 (D) 

 63.9 
 (D) 

 216.2 
 (D) 

 287.8 
 201.2 

 (D) 
 187.3 

 (D) 
 (D) 

 56.2 
 752.0 

 55.8 
 70.6 

 (D) 
 129.4 

 30.8 
 (D) 

 183.5 
  

 688.5 
  

 8,244.8 

(D)  Withheld to avoid disclosing data for individual operations.  1Data may not add to totals due to rounding. Data by type of flock not shown for some states to 
avoid disclosing individual operations, data included in United States totals.2 Includes data for States not published in this table.  
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Milk Production 

Milk production in Wisconsin during October 2020 totaled 
2.59 billion pounds, up 2% from the previous October. The 
average number of milk cows during October, at 1.26 million 
head, was the same as last month and down 9,000 from last 
year.  Monthly production per cow averaged 2,060 pounds, up 
50 pounds from last October. 

Milk production in the 24 major States during October totaled 
17.7 billion pounds, up 2.5% from October 2019. September 
revised production, at 17.2 billion pounds, was up 2.4% from 
September 2019. The September revision represented a 
decrease of 5 million pounds or less than 0.1% from last 
month's preliminary production estimate. Production per cow 
in the 24 major States averaged 1,997 pounds for October, 35 
pounds above October 2019. The number of milk cows on 
farms in the 24 major States was 8.88 million head, 62,000 
head more than October 2019, and 17,000 head more than 
September 2020. 

Milk production in the United States during October totaled 
18.6 billion pounds, up 2.3% from October 2019. Production 
per cow in the United States averaged 1,977 pounds for 
October, 37 pounds above October 2019. The number of milk 
cows on farms in the United States was 9.39 million head, 
43,000 head more than October 2019, and 14,000 head more 
than September 2020. 

October Milk Production  

State  

Milk cows 1  Milk per cow 2  Production 2  

2019 2020 2019 2020 2019 2020 
Change 

from 
2019 

 (thousand head) (pounds) (million pounds)  (percent) 
Arizona   
California   
Colorado   
Florida   
Georgia  
Idaho   
Illinois   
Indiana   
Iowa   
Kansas   
Michigan   
Minnesota 
New Mexico  
New York   
Ohio   
Oregon   
Pennsylvania  
South Dakota 
Texas   
Utah   
Vermont   
Virginia   
Washington  
Wisconsin  
  
24-State Total 

197 
1,725 

190 
118 

81 
632 

81 
176 
217 
164 
428 
447 
330 
626 
252 
126 
485 
127 
575 

97 
125 

74 
281 

1,265 
  

8,819 

196 
1,720 

200 
113 

80 
646 

84 
191 
219 
171 
431 
444 
332 
626 
256 
124 
482 
140 
603 

94 
120 

74 
279 

1,256 
  

8,881 

1,985 
1,940 
2,160 
1,515 
1,715 
2,095 
1,690 
1,920 
2,040 
1,975 
2,230 
1,845 
2,040 
2,015 
1,790 
1,745 
1,705 
1,900 
2,035 
1,945 
1,790 
1,620 
2,025 
2,010 

  
1,962 

1,965 
1,970 
2,185 
1,560 
1,725 
2,105 
1,760 
1,960 
2,085 
1,965 
2,280 
1,905 
2,065 
2,035 
1,850 
1,735 
1,760 
1,945 
2,100 
1,940 
1,765 
1,660 
2,030 
2,060 

  
1,997 

391 
3,347 

410 
179 
139 

1,324 
137 
338 
443 
324 
954 
825 
673 

1,261 
451 
220 
827 
241 

1,170 
189 
224 
120 
569 

2,543 
  

17,299 

385 
3,388 

437 
176 
138 

1,360 
148 
374 
457 
336 
983 
846 
686 

1,274 
474 
215 
848 
272 

1,266 
182 
212 
123 
566 

2,587 
  

17,733 

-1.5 
1.2 
6.6 

-1.7 
-0.7 
2.7 
8.0 

10.7 
3.2 
3.7 
3.0 
2.5 
1.9 
1.0 
5.1 

-2.3 
2.5 

12.9 
8.2 

-3.7 
-5.4 
2.5 

-0.5 
1.7 

  
2.5 

1Includes dry cows. Excludes heifers not yet fresh. 2Excludes milk sucked by 
calves.  
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