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North American
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The Driftless Oaks



















































• 46 sites, 402 living oaks
• 6 structures, 33 timbers
• 731 ring-width series
• 100,576 rings
• MIC = 0.50
• MS = 0.21
• 17 increment borers























2008 floods

2012 drought

Dust bowl droughts

The Big Sleet

State Forest Abolished
& ‘Buck Law’

Fires!

“Most intense
Drought

on record”

Last wild 
Passenger Pigeon

“Spontaneous
Oak establishment”

Peshtigo Fire

The Good Oak
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Hi Evan,
These collections are phenomenal! Sites sitting on the landscape 
undiscovered and unsampled until now by you and your crew. Just 
shows how much there is yet to be discovered.
Cheers,
Ed



Our work 
to date…







Grant County Depth to Groundwater





DVL Climate Response
Great Lakes Water Levels



Great Lakes 
Hemlock
Calibration with
Lake Superior 
Evaporation





Upper Mississippi Watershed





“These things I ponder as the kettle sings, and the 
good oak burns to red coals on white ashes.”
                                    ~Aldo Leopold, The Good Oak
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Thank you for listening
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