Transitioning Ownership of a 
Licensed Meat Establishment

This fact sheet provides clarity and guidance to current license holders who are considering transitioning their licensed meat establishment to new-to-new ownership.
 Definitions	


(P-DFRS0236 02/2026)

· Applicant: A person/firm applying for a meat establishment license.
· License holder: A person/firm holding a current meat establishment license issued by the Bureau of Meat and Poultry Businesses (BMPB).
 Regulatory Requirements	
1. A meat establishment license is not transferable between persons or meat establishments.
2. Any existing license is “void” at the time the ownership changes (closing documents are signed). 
3. No processing and sale of meat products under the applicant’s business entity can occur until a new meat establishment license has been issued by the BMPB.
a. The applicant must contact the BMPB Licensing Coordinator to initiate the licensing process.
b. The BMPB Meat Safety Supervisor will work with the applicant to complete the licensing process. Once all regulatory requirements have been met, the applicant will then complete the Meat Establishment License Application form. 
c. The licensing process is not complete until after the Meat Safety Supervisor signs off on the application and collects the license fee.
 Guidance to License Holders	
Notify inspection personnel of your intentions to sell the business, including potential timelines, as early in the process as possible. In addition, inform any potential purchaser of the business that the current license is not transferable unless the business entity (corporation) is being purchased outright. Encourage the prospective buyer to contact BMBP Licensing at datcpmeatpoultrylicensing@wi.gov or (608) 224-4694 to initiate the licensing process, which can take weeks to months to complete. Communication is key to avoid delays and interruptions to operations. Consider making needed repairs as any deficiencies will be noted during the in-plant survey completed by the BMPB Meat Safety Supervisor during the licensing process and will need to be corrected before a new license can be issued.
For more information and resources about the licensing process, please contact the 
Meat and Poultry Licensing Team at (608) 224-4694 or by emailing datcpmeatpoultylicensing@wisconsin.gov.

