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GOALS OF SETBACKS AND ODOR SCORE

• Determine whether manure storage structures, 
animal housing, and animal lots can be sited at a 
livestock facility, and if so, where

• Create a record that a livestock facility meets 
established standards which are intended to 
prevent land use conflicts
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WHAT ARE SETBACKS?

• Required distances between two 
objects

• Common in general and shoreland 
zoning ordinances

• In livestock siting: Between a livestock 
structure or manure storage structure 
and property lines or road right-of-
ways

Barn
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SETBACKS IN ATCP 51

• Local ordinances may not require setbacks greater than the following:

• 100’ from property lines for livestock structures

• 200’ for facilities 1,000 AU or greater

• 100’ from road right-of-way for livestock structures

• 150’ for facilities 1,000 AU or greater

• 350’ from property lines or road right-of-way for manure storage structures

• Livestock structures shall comply with NR 811 and 812 for setbacks from new and existing wells, 
regardless of ownership of the land where the wells are located
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ODOR SCORE IN ATCP 51

• Predicts odor from livestock structures based on odor generation and control practice effectiveness 
numbers established in 2004

• Product of the same research used to create the Odor from Feedlot – Setbacks Estimation Tool 
(OFFSET) model by University of Minnesota in 2005

• Requires a passing score of 500 

• Local govt’s may approve a score as low as 470 with discretion

• 80 points given for completing required incident response and employee training plans, 20 additional 
points for completing optional odor management plan
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Example farm odor score
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Example farm odor score
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