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APPLICATION 
2026 PROJECT COOPERATOR GRANTS (OPC) 

SUPPORTING STATEWIDE CONSERVATION EFFORTS
WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION (DATCP) 

SOIL AND WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

Applications must be received no later than April 15, 2025.
DATCP is soliciting applications for the calendar year 2026 to provide support for statewide conservation efforts. DATCP will allocate and administer grant funds in accordance with Ch. 92, Wis. Stats., and Subchapter IV of Ch. ATCP 50, Wis. Administrative Code. 

Grant Requirements and Restrictions  

DATCP is providing funding to support for conservation efforts including education, outreach, and project implementation.  
Applicants must have capacity to carry out project activities. Applicants must set performance measures that coincide with their budget requests as part of their grant applications and report on their success in reaching each of their performance targets if they receive funding. DATCP will require grant recipients to participate in annual and scheduled meetings to clarify goals and objectives of the project. 
DATCP will award funds and administer these grants in accordance with s. ATCP 50.35, Wis. Admin. Code. Project activities must be completed between January 1 and December 31, 2026, unless DATCP approves a one year extension. The grant recipients will be required to sign grant contracts that specify the required deliverables and the terms for seeking reimbursement for eligible costs.  

Application Instructions
An applicant must submit a specific request for funding in the space provided on this form, and answer all questions using attachments if necessary to provide complete information about planned or past performance, DATCP may return incomplete applications or request additional information from applicants. 
	GENERAL PROJECT INFORMATION

	NAME OF APPLICANT


	LEAD CONTACT NAME


	E-MAIL


	PHONE NUMBER 

(

	MAILING ADDRESS STREET OF ENTITY TO BE PAID


	CITY


	STATE


	ZIP



	FISCAL MANAGER OF GROUP (if different from lead contact above)


	E-MAIL


	PHONE NUMBER 

(

	GRANT AMOUNT REQUESTED: $

	PROJECT TITLE (12 words or less):      


	PROJECT PROPOSAL

	Describe specific work to be performed with sufficient details to indicate the reach of the project.

	

	Type of project proposed (check all that apply)

	 Education and Training

	 Rule development and coordination

	 Outreach and information development

	 Other      

	PROJECT GOALS

	Include explanation of how the project will meet the chosen goal(s) below

	 Focus on addressing and resolving high priority issues     

	 Ensure systemic and comprehensive approach to address soil erosion and water quality     

	 Contribute to a coordinated soil and water resource management program, avoid duplication of efforts     

	 Help meet county soil and water resource management needs and state program requirements     

	

	 Other      

	ANTICIPATED DELIVERABLES Include how the outcome will be measured and timeline for completion

	Include how the outcome will be measured and timeline for completion

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     


Note: Grant recipients will be expected to ensure that participants share their nutrient management plans or related documentation with counties and others to meet requirements for programs such as farmland preservation. Annual reports should document success in the sharing of plans.
	
	Budget Category
	Eligible Expense
	Employee Hours
	Grant Request

	
	Budget Category - Choose one:
· Education/Training

· Rule Development

· Outreach/Info development

· Other
	Activity Description
	Performance Measure
	Estimate hours required to complete this task.
	Please indicate the total amount of grant funds requested for each line item.

	1. 
	     
	     
	     
	$     
	$     

	2. 
	     
	     
	     
	$     
	$     

	3. 
	     
	     
	     
	$     
	$     

	4. 
	     
	     
	     
	$     
	$     

	5. 
	     
	     
	     
	$     
	$     

	6. 
	     
	     
	     
	$      
	$      

	7. 
	     
	     
	     
	$      
	$      

	8. 
	     
	         
	     
	$      
	$      

	9. 
	     
	     
	     
	$      
	$      

	10. 
	     
	     
	     
	$      
	$      

	
	Total Match Amount:
	$ 
	$ 


	     


	Requests funding for 2026 from the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection under Sec. 92.14, Wisconsin Statutes and Sec. ATCP 50.28, Wisconsin Administrative Code, in the amount of 
$     
for the purpose of conducting statewide implementation support activities. 
By signing and dating this application, the authorized representative certifies that (i) the grant applicant has submitted all required reports and had complied with other grant requirements including Sec. ATCP 50.35, Wis Admin Code; and (ii) the information provided in this application (including the budget) is true, complete and accurate to the best of his or her knowledge.

	SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE:

     

	DATE:

     


	TITLE OF AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE:

     

	

	The authorized representative may sign this application electronically by typing his or her name in the space provided for a signature, and inserting the person's title and the date. An electronic signature has the same force and effect, pursuant to chapter 137 of the Wisconsin statutes, as a non-electronic signature.












Please direct any questions about grant requirements, restrictions and the application review process to datcpswrm@wisconsin.gov 
Return the application, with an electronic signature from the authorized representative, along with budget and other documentation to DATCP SWRM at datcpswrm@wisconsin.gov. DO NOT SUBMIT ANY PAPER COPIES. 
NOTICE: This request for applications does not represent a commitment to provide funding for any grant category at any specific level. DATCP may adjust final awards based on available funds. If grant funds are awarded, the grant recipient must agree to comply with any resulting terms including those specified in a grant contract.
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