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Today’s Topics

590 UPDATE PROCESS AND 
STATUS REPORT

SOIL MAP UNIT UPDATES CONTOUR FARMING 
CLARIFICATION
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590 Update Process
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NRCS Standards Update Process
 National NRCS releases a standard…states update their standard

 Current National 590 – 2019
 Current Wisconsin 590 – 2015

https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/#/state/WI/documents
/section=4&folder=-161
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WIL+W Standards Oversight Committee

 Step 1 – completed 
 Step 2 – completed

 Step 3 – in progress

 Step 4 – TBD
 Step 5 – TBD

https://socwisconsin.org/projects/nrcs-590-nutrient-management/?portfolioCats=46
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Broad Review – Public Comment 

 Expected to post in early to mid-October
 3+ week comment period
 All interested parties invited to comment

 Access - https://socwisconsin.org
(Standards in Development, NRCS CPS 590)

https://socwisconsin.org/
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General Proposed Changes

 Outlining soil and manure/organic by-product testing and crediting

 Adapting current N Restricted Soils and STP/PI requirements to NRCS 
“Nutrient Loss Risk Assessment” frameworks

 Organizing current requirements into “4R” categories

 Simplifying Winter Spreading

 Clarifying N Restricted Soil and SWQMA application strategies
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Soil Map Unit Updates
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2025 Soils Update

 Soil data updates occur on October 1 each year

 Consistent, statewide soil map unit 
nomenclature
 All alpha-numeric converted to 

numeric-alpha-numeric
 Western side of the state – 2006
 Eastern side of the state – 2025 
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Soil Map Unit Symbols - Interpretation
 First number = soil type
 Letter  = slope group

• A 0 < 2% • E 20 < 30%
• B 2 < 6% • F 30 < 60%
• C 6 < 12% • G 60+%
• D 12 < 20%

 Ending number  = erosion class
• Blank - deposition to slightly eroded
• 2 - moderately eroded
• 3 - severely eroded

 Exception - Miscellaneous Areas
 Pits, gravel (P-G), Pit, quarry (P-Q), Dumps and mines (D-M), 

Water (W), Alluvial land, wet (AL-W), Misc water (M-W), etc…
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 “First numeric” interpretation
• <100 >15” or 40 cm of organics
• 100-199 Thin to thick loess overlying limestone or dolostone bedrock
• 200-299 Shallow to moderately deep to sandstone or shale
• 300-399 Silty soils in valleys
• 400-499 Loamy soils in valleys
• 500-599 Sandy soils in valleys
• 600-699 Alluvial soils subject to flooding western WI
• 700-799 Alluvial soils subject to flooding central WI
• 800-899 Underline by Illinoisan till
• 900-999 Underline by Pre-Illinoisan till
• 1000-1999 Complexes or undifferentiated groups
• 2000-2999 Taxon above family 
• 3000-4999 WI Age glaciated soils in Rhinelander SSO
• 5000-5999 USFS mapping schema
• 6000-6999 WI Age glaciated soils in Duluth SSO
• 7000-7999 WI Age glaciated soils in Juneau SSO 
• 8000-8999 Not used
• 9000-9999 USFS mapping schema

100-1999, last number indicates drainage class
0-5 Excessively to well drained
6-7 Moderately well drained
8 Somewhat poorly drained
9 Poorly to very poorly drained

Example –
118 (Seaton)

Thin to thick loess over lime/dolostone
Somewhat poorly drained

Example –
811 (Plainfield)

Underlain by Illinoisan till
Excessively to well drained
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Contour Farming
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What Qualifies as “On Contour”?
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https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/api/CPSFile/1341/330_WI_CPS_Contour_Farming_2016_pdf
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Grade/Slope vs Row Grade



FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

Row grade ≥ 0.2%
Some circumstances up to 4% 
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As Close to the Contour as Possible…
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RUSLE2
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Quick Glance…On the Contour?
What’s the impact to the LS factor?
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Quick Glance…On the Contour?
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Should You Select “On Contour”?

Are contour lines being “drawn” with field operations?
Is water “safely” exiting the field?

Are the contours “designed” and followed?
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Questions?
Jamie Patton, jamie.patton@usda.gov
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