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Requirements for Municipal Weights 
and Measures Programs 

A municipality with a population of more than 5,000 must have a weights and measures 
program which enforces the provisions of Wisconsin Statutes chapter 98. This statute 
and Wisconsin Administrative Code chapter ATCP 92 detail the requirements for 
municipal weights and measures programs. There are two options: create an 
independent municipal weights and measures program, or contract with the Wisconsin 
Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP).  

Municipal Program Components 

• A municipal weights and measures program must, under s. 98.04, Wis. Stats., 
inspect and test all the following for compliance with applicable requirements 
under Wis. Stat. ch. 98 and Wis. Admin. Code chs. ATCP 90, 91, and 92: 

o Commodities 
o Liquid measuring devices 
o Scales 
o Weighing, measuring, and price verification systems 
o Timing devices 
o Linear measuring devices 

• The municipality must keep a complete record of its work and annually file 
a report thereof with DATCP.  

• The municipality may enact ordinances that regulate weights and measures 
and that are not in conflict with Wis. Stat. ch. 98 or ATCP chs. 90, 91, or 92.  

• The municipality may assess fees that do not exceed the actual cost of its 
weights and measures program. 

Sealers/Inspectors 

• Each municipal department of weights and measures shall have such number of 
qualified sealers or inspectors as will ensure compliance with Wis. Stat. ch. 98. 

• The selection of municipal sealers or inspectors must be from a list of applicants 
whose qualifications have been certified by the state or local civil service agency 
under the rules of the agency.  

• Municipal sealers have the same authority as DATCP inspectors. The municipality 
must provide a suitable badge or insignia of authority. 

• Inspectors must complete weights and measures training prescribed by DATCP. 
However, the department may approve training programs offered by other 
entities, including governmental, private, or educational entities.  

• Inspectors must inspect weights and measures according to Wis. Stat. ch. 98, and 
Wis. Admin. Code chs. ATCP 90, 91, or 92, as applicable. 

Contracting with DATCP 

A municipality that is required to establish a weights and measures program may 
contract with DATCP to enforce the provisions of Wis. Stat. ch. 98 within the 
municipality’s jurisdiction instead of establishing its own program, if DATCP agrees to 
enter into such a contract. DATCP may charge the municipality fees sufficient to cover 
DATCP’s costs under the contract. A municipality may recover an amount not to exceed 
the cost of these fees by assessing fees on the persons who receive services. 
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Inspection Procedures and Equipment 

• The municipality must procure and keep at all times a complete set of standards of weight and measure 
conforming to the state standards. 

• DATCP, or a laboratory recognized or accredited by NIST, must inspect, test, and approve testing equipment and 
standards used by inspectors. The DATCP Metrology Laboratory or laboratory recognized or accredited by NIST 
must inspect, test, and approve the equipment at least once every two years unless DATCP specifies a different 
time interval for specific equipment or standards. 

• As a courtesy, the DATCP Metrology Laboratory certifies municipal standards at no cost to the municipality.  
• Inspectors must inspect weights and measures according to Wis. Stat. ch. 98, or Wis. Admin. Code chs. ATCP 90, 

91, or 92. 
• An inspection, and the equipment used to make it, must comply with NIST Handbook 44 and NIST Handbook 133 

as is appliable to the inspection type. 
• Inspections of price verification systems must comply with NIST Handbook 130, chapter V, section 7. 

Record Keeping and Reporting 

• A municipality that operates a weights and measures program under s. 98.04 (1), Wis. Stats., must submit to 
DATCP an annual report by August 1 of each year. The report must cover the 12 months ending June 30 of that 
year. 

• The report must describe, in a form prescribed by the department, the activities and findings of the municipal 
program during the period covered by the report. 

• The report must include all the following: 
o The names of all supervisory and inspection personnel assigned to perform weights and measures 

program activities. 
o The number and types of devices or equipment inspected, and a summary of compliance data related to 

those inspections. 
o The number and types of establishments inspected. 
o The number and types of commodities inspected, and a summary of compliance data related to those 

inspections. 
o A summary of weights and measures prosecutions and enforcement actions. 
o A summary of training activities in which inspection personnel participated during the period covered by 

the report. 
o The estimated annual operating budget for the program. 
o Other relevant information required by the department. 

• A municipality that operates a weights and measures program under s. 98.04, Wis. Stats., must keep complete 
and accurate records of its activities and findings under that program. DATCP may audit and evaluate municipal 
weights and measures programs, as it deems necessary, to ensure compliance. 

• DATCP’s Bureau of Weights and Measures utilizes WinWam inspection software for weights and measures 
inspections. A municipality should inquire with the department about this software if they are beginning a new 
municipal program.  
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