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SUBJECT: Licensing Butter Graders
Scope
To explain the requirements and process of becoming a licensed butter grader in Wisconsin. 
Definitions - N/A
Guidance
· Prepare for the exam by reviewing ATCP 85 and studying Wisconsin standards for butter. You can also contact Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP) Licensing Specialists for additional resources.
· Once prepared for licensing, contact DATCP Licensing Specialists to receive all necessary application documentation to become a Wisconsin Licensed Butter Grader.
· Reminder: This is a personal license, and correspondence regarding the license will be mailed to the address given to DATCP during licensing. Due to this, it is best to list a home address instead of a plant/work address when completing the licensing process.
· Once the application is processed, a DATCP Multiple Products Grader will contact you to arrange a time to administer the written exam and field examination at a mutually agreed upon location.
· There is no time limit for the examination, and a passing score is greater than or equal to 70% correct responses.
· If you fail a grader’s exam, you will need to reapply, pay the fee again, and schedule a retake. There is no required waiting period between attempts or maximum number of attempts.
· After successfully passing both the written and field tests, you will receive information on your license via mail. Contact a DATCP Licensing Specialist with any questions regarding your license.
· A butter grader license is valid for two years. You will receive a renewal notice with information on how to renew when your license is approaching its expiration date.
Contacts
For questions about licensing, e-mail DATCPFRBSupport@wi.gov
To contact by telephone:
· New Licenses: (608) 224-4923
· Existing Licensees and Renewals: (608) 224-4720
References
ATCP 85.07: Licensing of Graders
Document History
The most recent changes to this controlled document are listed at the top of the table:
Revision	Author	Change Description	Approval Date
2.0	Max Huebner	Modified temporary license language to reflect current practices.	08/21/2026
 1.0	George Petrilli	New document.	04/07/2021
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