


































































































































































Rusk County Agricultural Performance Standards and Prohibitions Verification Checklist 

Property Description(s):         . 
Attach an Air Photo, Plat map or other drawing to clearly delineate the area investigated with this checklist on this visit. 

Landowner(s): 

Date Evaluated: Acreage (Nutrient Management): 

LWCD Staff Member:   
Use with the Agricultural Performance Standards and Prohibitions Procedures to complete information for all criteria inventoried. The Agricultural 
Performance Standards and Prohibitions are established in NR 151 and ATCP 500, Wisconsin Administrative Code. 

Agricultural Performance 
Standard or Prohibitions 

Complaint 
(Yes or No) 

Note 

Sheet, rill and wind erosion Y N 
1. Cropland soil erosion must meet tolerable rate (T) calculated by RUSLE 2.

Manure Storage Facilities Y N 
2. A new manure storage facility must be constructed according to NRCS
Standards. 
3. An existing storage facility that has been substantially altered must be altered
according to NRCS Standards. 
4. An operation has ceased where a manure storage facility is located.
The manure storage facility must be abandoned according to NRCS Standards. 

If not abandoned to NRCS Standards, 
The facility must meet NRCS Standards. 
The facility must be designed to store manure for longer than 24 months. 
The retention of the facility must be warranted based on anticipated future use. 
5. Manure has not been added or removed from a facility for a period
of 24 months. The manure storage facility must be abandoned according to 
NRCS Standards. 

If not abandoned to NRCS Standards, 
The facility must meet NRCS Standards. 
The facility must be designed to store manure for longer than 24 months. 
The retention of the facility must be warranted based on anticipated future use. 
6. A manure storage facility poses an imminent threat to public health or fish and
aquatic life or is causing a violation of groundwater standards. The manure 
storage facility must be upgraded, replaced or closed according to NRCS 
Standards. 

Clean Water Diversions Y N 
7. Runoff shall be diverted away from contacting feedlot, manure storage areas
and barnyard areas within a Water Quality Management Area (WQMA). 

Nutrient Management 
8. The application of manure, commercial fertilizer and other nutrients shall

conform with a nutrient management plan according to the following phasing:
a. All new cropland as of October 1, 2003
b. All existing cropland as of January 1, 2005 that is located within

watersheds containing waters, exceptional waters, or source water
protections areas.

c. All other existing cropland as of January 1, 2008.

Manure Prohibitions Y N 
9. No overflow of manure storage facilities.

10. No unconfined manure pile in a Water Quality Management Area (WQMA).

11. No direct runoff from a feedlot or stored manure into the waters of the state.

12. No unlimited access by livestock to waters of the state in a location where
high concentrations of animals prevent the maintenance of adequate sod or self- 
sustaining vegetative cover. 



Tillage Setback Y N 
13. Tillage operations are not conducted within 5 feet of the top of the channel of
surface waters. 
14. Tillage operations do not negatively impact streambank integrity or deposit
soil directly into surface waters. 
15. Tillage setback area maintained in adequate sod or self-sustaining vegetative
cover that provides a minimum 70% coverage. 

Phosphorus Index 
16. Croplands, pastures, and winter grazing areas shall have a phosphorus index
value of 6 or less over the 8 year accounting period. 
17. Cropland, pastures, and winter grazing areas shall not exceed a phosphorus
index value of 12 in any individual year. 
18. Manure or other nutrients are not being mechanically applied to surface
waters. 

Process Wastewater Handling 
19. Process wastewaters (i.e, milkhouse wastewater and/or feed leachate) are not
significantly discharged to waters of the state. 



Rusk County  

Land & Water Conservation Department 
 

Bidding, Installation, and Payment Procedures for Land and Water Resource 
Management Program 

 
The following procedures have been developed by the Rusk County LWCD for project bidding, 
installation, and payment of practices installed under Rusk County’s Land and Water Resource 
Management Program. These procedures will apply to all conservation practices  approved  by  the  
LWCD  that  are  estimated  by  Department  staff  to  cost $15,000.00 or more. These procedures are 
the policy of the LWCC and will be adhered to when conducting landowner reimbursement activities 
for the Land and Water Resource Management Program. However, if deemed appropriate the 
Department may require conservation practices that cost between $5,000.00 and $15,000.00 to follow 
these procedures. 

 
Bidding 

1. If deemed appropriate, the LWCD will conduct a site showing of the project(s) with 
prospective bidders.  In cases where a site showing has not been scheduled by the LWCD, 
bidders are responsible for viewing the construction site on their own with permission from 
the landowner. 

2. Design plans and bid schedules will be available at the LWCD and from the landowner of 
the proposed project(s). 

3. Contractors must submit all bids on forms provided by the LWCD.  The landowner and the 
contractors will be notified of the deadline date for accepting bids.  All bids must be sealed 
and returned to the LWCD by the deadline date. After the deadline date, a letter listing the 
contractors and their bids will be sent to the landowner and to the contractors that bid. 

4. The lowest bid price will be the official cost when the project is constructed according to 
plans.  Authorized changes from the plan will result in the adjustment of the bid price.  
Revision of the plan will be cost shared on the basis of the additional cost as agreed upon by 
the landowner, contractor, and LWCD.  This amount will be recorded on a Contract Change 
Order Form. Additional work will not be cost shared without a signed change order. 

5. It is the right of the landowner to specify their involvement in the installation of any practice.  
The landowner may do any part of the practice but must specify this on the bid schedule form 
or submit their own complete bid as a prime contractor. 

6. All bid invitations will include the following: 
a. Completed set of plans and specifications for each job 
b. Specified date for contractor site review 
c. Specified date for return of all bids 
d. Bid form, which will include a breakdown of items and quantities included within a 

practice, which will require a unit and total price bid. 
7. The Prime Contractor will be responsible for bidding and completing all items noted on 

the bid form, and specified in this plan. 
8. A bid form will be completed for each practice, sealed and mailed to the LWCD.  The LWCC 

will review the bids. Upon acceptance of a bid, the landowner and contractor will agree upon 
a starting and completion date for the practice.  A contract to complete construction will be 
signed by both parties.  If construction is not completed according to the specified dates in the 
contract the landowner will have the option to have an alternate contractor complete the 
construction, unless uncontrollable circumstances are encountered. 

9. It is the policy of the LWCC to cost-share on the basis of the lowest submitted bid or 



combination of bids.  If the landowner selects a contractor(s) other than the low bidder(s), 
it is the responsibility of the landowner to pay the difference of the bid(s) at their own 
expense. Only contractors who have submitted a bid are eligible for consideration. 

10. All bids received from a contractor must be within 15% of the total estimated costs prepared 
by the Department for the bid to be eligible for consideration.  The LWCC reserved the right 
to accept or reject any or all bids. 

11. All contractors who submit bids must retain Liability and Worker’s Compensation Insurance.  
A minimum of $100,000.00 liability insurance coverage is required before any project will be 
awarded to a contractor.  No construction will begin until certificates of insurance have been 
filed with the LWCD 

 
Installation 

1. All cost shared practices will be surveyed, designed, constructed, and certified complete in 
accordance with the NRCS - FOTG Standards and Specifications. 

2. The LWCD staff and NRCS staff will inspect construction of all cost shared practices. The 
job inspector will reject any materials and supplies that do not meet the standards or 
specifications as stated in the FOTG. 

3. It is the responsibility of the contractor to verify that materials and supplies used for 
installation of a cost shared practice meets Technical Guide standards and specifications.  
The contractor must provide sales slips, batch slips, invoices, specification tags, etc., that 
clearly show that the materials and supplies meet the Field Office Technical Guide standards 
and specifications. 

4. Initial practice layout and staking of elevations will be done by the LWCD prior to the start of 
construction.  Any further checking of practice layout or elevations will be the responsibility 
of the contractor during construction. However, if the contractor is not capable of checking 
practice layout or elevations the Department will assist. The accuracy of final grades prior to 
pouring concrete, setting pipe, etc., is the responsibility of the contractor. 

5. Notification, location, and protection of public utilities such as buried phone lines and gas 
lines are the responsibility of the landowner.  The landowner shall clearly mark the location of 
such utilities prior to the start of construction. The landowner shall contact Diggers Hotline or 
affected utilities prior to the start of construction. The contractor is responsible for knowing 
the location of any utilities marked by the landowner and should take precautions when 
working near them. 

6. All required permits must be received by the landowner before any construction begins. 
7. Project will not be considered complete until all seeding, fertilizing, and mulching is done. 

 
PAYMENT 

1. Payments cannot be processed on the project until itemized receipts for all expenditures are 
turned into the Land Conservation Department Office.  The Department will verify that the 
landowner has paid their portion of project expenses prior to county disbursement of funds.  
Cost sharing checks will be issued to the landowner and/or contractor depending upon project 
payment by the landowner. Names of the landowner and contractor will be jointly registered 
on the payment check unless the landowner has properly documented that they have paid 
100% of project costs, in which only the landowners name will be registered on the payment 
check.  A cancelled check, or bills marked “paid” and signed and dated by the contractor shall 
serve as verification of payment. 

2. The Department will review landowner payments, approves cost based on the approved low 
bid and any subsequent change orders, Final costs will be determined by multiplying the bid 
unit price of the approved low bid by the actual number of units installed. 

3. All required seeding, fertilizing, and mulching must be completed before the project can be 



certified for payment. Payments will not be made to the landowner until the protective fences 
are installed according to current NRCS Standards and Specifications around the barnyard, 
filter strip, diversion, dam, and other practices if the project design and/or contract require 
protective fencing. 

4. All bills for cost-shared practices must be delivered to the Land Conservation Department 
Office by the last workday of each month in order to receive payment within 30 days. 

 
SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS OF NOTE 

 Cattle must be removed from the construction site during stake out and construction.  

 The landowner shall remove all fences before construction begins. 

 The landowner shall remove manure piles from the work area before construction begins.  

 The landowner shall provide areas to obtain material for fill and top-dressing. 
 



RUSK COUNTY LAND & WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
 (LWRM) ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 
DATE:  March 20th, 2025 
TIME:  3:00 P.M. 
PLACE:  1st Floor Conf. Room - Rusk County Government Center, 311 Miner Ave. E., Ladysmith, WI 54848 
 

MEETING WILL BE ACCESSIBLE BY VIDEO CONFERENCE 
To link with your computer video and/or audio: Join the meeting now  

 
3:00pm  Overview of Draft Plan 
 
3:15pm  Discussion:  Additions/Corrections/Suggestions 
 
4:30pm  Adjourn 
 
It is possible that members of and possibly a quorum of members of other governmental bodies of the 
municipality may be in attendance at the above stated meeting; no action will be taken except by those 
Committee Members for the stated Committee meeting and only on noticed items. 
 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MTA0Y2Q4NTAtYTAxMy00ODIyLTk3ZGEtN2Y5ZTljYzE5Yjg5%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22ab2ea94e-380c-49b1-869f-cc7cacf13e78%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2227b92027-07eb-4bbf-908c-5c44dbf6bb09%22%7d


NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
RUSK COUNTY LAND & WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN 

 
Notice is hereby given that on April 24, 2025 at 6:00pm, in the LEC room of the Rusk 

County Courthouse, 311 Miner Ave E, Ladysmith, WI, the Land Conservation Committee 
will hold a public hearing at which time and place all interested persons may appear and 
will be given an opportunity to be heard in support of or in opposition to the proposed 

revision to the Rusk County Land and Water Resource Management Plan, which outlines 
the goals and implementation strategies of the Land Conservation Committee for the next 

10 years. 
 

Request may be examined by any interested person during regular business hours at the 
Rusk County Land Conservation & Development Department office.  A DRAFT will also be 

available online at ruskcounty.org. 
 

All interested persons are invited to attend said hearing and be heard.  Written comments 
will be accepted by the Land & Water Conservation Division until 5:00pm on May 1st, 2025. 

 
 
 
 

Land & Water Resource Management Plan Revision 
 The Rusk County Land & Water Conservation Division is currently in the process of revising the 
Counties Land and Water Resource Management Plan (LWRMP) the will be in effect for the next 
ten years. 
 
 The LWRMP outlines goals, objectives, and actions for natural resource conservation in Rusk 
County.  The complete DRAFT plan, which was last revised in 2015, can be found on the Land & 
Water Conservation Division webpage at www.ruskcounty.org or by calling (715) 532-2162. 
 
 If you are interested in providing input, please review the plan and provide comments.  Feel free 
to submit comments by mail, email, or telephone at (715) 532-2162. 
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