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2-Digit Hydrologic Unit
. . . 18 - California Region
HUC is short for ‘hydrologic unit

code’.

4-Digit Hydrologic Unit

HUC’s provide a hierarchical, 1809 - Northern Mojave-

E 2 Mono Lake
numeric code that uniquely

identifies hydrologic units or

watershed boundaries. 6-Digit Hydrologic Unit
180902 - Northern Mojave
There are six levels of HUCs: ﬁqﬂ 1ll-lligit Hrl:. r::r?:ta';:;:!
o o . -~ 8090203 - -
o 2-d!g!t (reglon)., e Lower Amargosa

10-Digit Hydrologic Unit
1809020303 - Marble Canyon

12-Digit Hydrologic Unit / :

180902030303 - Upper Marhle Canyon




2-digit HUC (Regions)
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Federal Watershed Codes

In this and other chapters we use the federal agency watershed code, the Hydrologic Unit
Classification (HUC) system. The number of digits in the code increases as the size of the
watershed decreases. In this document, 8-digat (HUC 8), 10-digat (HUC 10) and 12-digait (HUC 12)
codes are used. The table below shows the number of HUCs in Wisconsin for each of these three
commonly used levels.

Major Basin HUCS HUC 10 HUC 12

5 22 108

Lake Supenor

i -
Lake Michigan 13 90 350

Mississippi River 1244

The average size of a HUC 10 in Wisconsin is about 150 square miles (100,000 acres) while the
size of a HUC 12 is about 30 square miles (20,000 acres).

Since the federal delineation of HUC watersheds extends across state lines, a number of the HUCs
have a very small area in Wisconsin with the smallest being less than 10 acres. These very small
HUCs may have been combined with adjoining HUCs in the analyses described in this chapter or
not included in the analysis.







HUC 8’s — Eau Claire River Watershed highlighted.
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dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Nonpoint/9keyElement/planMap.html
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Figure ES.3 Top Group Watersheds for Nitrogen



DNR is working with counties and other partners to focus water quality
protection and restoration efforts at the HUC 10 and HUC 12 scales.

Why are HUC’s important to counties? It provides a common
geographic area/scale for counties to:

e Focus/track LW plan implementation efforts

e Submit Grant Applications

e Develop and Implement 9 Element Watershed Based Plans




Wisconsin HUC12 Watershed Acreage
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Mississippi River Basin Healthy Watersheds Initiative

Prior and New Implementation Sub- watersheds
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National Water Quality Initiative North Branch Little River

Morth Branch Little River
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National Water Quality Initiative




Great Lakes Restoration Initiative
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Links to NRCS Resources

« NRCS Wisconsin Resources: www.wi.nrcs.usda.qov
« Watersheds, Hydrologic Units, Hydrologic Unit Codes, Watershed Approach:
www.nrcs.usda.gov/internet/FSE DOCUMENT S/stelprdb1042207 .pdf

» National Geospatial Center of Excellence (NGCE) | NRCS:
www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/ngce/

 Rapid Watershed Assessments:
www.nrcs.usda.qgov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/wi/technical/dma/rwa/

« NRCS 12 Digit HUC Subwatersheds Lists:
www.nrcs.usda.qgov/wps/portal/nrcs/detailfull/national/home/?&cid=nrcsdevi1 024117
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