
1 Mark Cupp, LWCB Chair
a. Roll Call
b. Pledge of allegiance
c. Open meeting notice
d. Introductions, Acknowledgements
e. Approval of agenda
f. Approval of December 3, 2024 meeting minutes

2

3

4

Public appearances*

*Each speaker is limited to 5 minutes or less. Each speaker must complete a Public Appearance
Request Card and submit it to a DATCP representative before the start of the meeting

Election of 2025 Officers
LWCB Chair

Recommendation for approval of LWRM 5-Year Review for Columbia County 
Kurt Calkins, Director Columbia County Land & Water/Planning & Zoning 
Department; Andrew Fischer, Ag., Extension, Land & Water Conservation Committee 
Chair

Land and Water Conservation Board 
Agenda

February 4, 2025

The Land and Water Conservation Board (LWCB) will meet on February 4, 2025 The board will hold its official 
business meeting at 9:00 am via Microsoft Teams and at 2811 Agriculture Drive, Boardroom 106, Madison, WI 
53718. To attend the meeting remotely, join by telephone at +1 608-571-2209 with Conference ID 184246519#   
or click the following Teams hyperlink. The agenda for the meeting is shown below. 

AGENDA ITEMS AND TENTATIVE SCHEDULE:

State of Wisconsin
PO Box 8911

Madison, WI 53708 - 8911
608 - 224 - 4633

Mark Cupp, Chair;  Monte Osterman, Vice  Chair
Brian McGraw, Secretary 

Members: Andrew Buttles;   Ron Grasshoff;   Rebecca Clarke; Mike Hofberger; D.J. 
Nichols; Andrew Potts; Tim Anderson; Jason Knutson

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NTJlZmJkY2ItMDhmMS00ODE3LTlmNmItYTIzNDlmN2U3YTNm%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22f4e2d11c-fae4-453b-b6c0-2964663779aa%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%221f1ab6fe-9456-47ef-b849-9ff1d80481b0%22%7d
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5 Recommendation for approval of LWRM 5-Year Review for Washington County 

Paul Backhus, Washington County Conservationist; Denis Kelling, Land Use & Planning Committee Chair; 
Tina Pridemore, Committee Representative 

6 Farm Sustainability Rewards Project
Ben Becker, Wisconsin's Green Fire

7 Recommendation for approval of LWRM 5-Year Review for Ozaukee County 
Katie Vogeler, Director/County Conservationist Ozaukee County Land & Water Management 
Dept; Rob Holyoke, Natural Resources Committee Chair

8
LWCB Advisory Committee on Research-Committee Updates

10 Agency reports
a. FSA
b. NRCS
c. UW-CALS
d. UW Madison - Extension
e. WI Land + Water
f. DOA
g. DATCP
h. DNR
i. Member Updates

11 Planning for April 2025 LWCB Meeting -
Mark Cupp, LWCB

12 Adjourn
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MINUTES
LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION BOARD MEETING

December 3, 2024 
2811 Agriculture Drive, Board Room & 

Microsoft Teams Meeting 

Item #1 Call to Order—pledge of allegiance, open meeting notice, approval of agenda, 
approval of October 1, 2024, LWCB meeting minutes.

Call to Order 

The Land and Water Conservation Board (Board) met in person at 2811 Agriculture Drive, Madison 
WI 53718 and over Microsoft Teams on December 3, 2024. The meeting was preceded by public 
notice as required by Wis. Stat. § 19.84. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Mark Cupp at 
9:00 am and the pledge of allegiance was conducted. 

Members and Advisors Present

Members: Mark Cupp, Monte Osterman, Brian McGraw, Tim Anderson, Andrew Potts, Ron 
Grasshoff, Rebecca Clarke, and Jason Knutson. A quorum was present. 

Advisors: Ryan Gerlich (NRCS), Amber Radatz (UW-Extension), Ian Krauss (FSA) and Matt Krueger 
(WI Land + Water)   

Approval of Agenda 

Motion 

Potts motioned to approve the agenda, seconded by McGraw, and the motion carried unanimously. 

Approval of Minutes 

Motion 
Osterman motioned to approve the October 1, 2024, meeting minutes as presented, seconded by 
McGraw, and the motion carried unanimously. The approved minutes shall be posted as the official 
meeting record for publication on the LWCB website. 

Item #2 Public Appearances
No public appearance cards were submitted. 

Item #3 Recommendation for approval of Land and Water Resource Management Plan 
Revision for Vilas County  

Carolyn Scholl, County Conservationist, and Holly Tomlanovich, Land Conservation Committee 
Chair, and Fred Heider, AICP North Central WI Regional Planning Commission, made a formal 
presentation in support of a 10-year approval of the County’s LWRM plan. A copy of their 
presentation is available on the LWCB’s website lwcb.wi.gov. 

DATCP’s review of the plan, using the LWRM Plan Review Checklist, found that the plan complies 
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with all requirements of section 92.10, Wisconsin Statutes, and Chapter ATCP 50, Wisconsin  
Administrative Code.
 
The County provided written answers to the Board’s standardized questions, recent work plans and 
accomplishments, and other materials (available on LWCB’s website: lwcb.wi.gov).

Motion 
 
After a discussion between the Board and County representatives, McGraw motioned to recommend 
approval of Vilas County’s LWRM plan revision for a period of 10 years, seconded by Anderson, and 
the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Item #4 Recommendation for approval of Land and Water Resource Management Plan 

Revision for Wood County
Shane Wucherfennig, County Conservationist, and Bill Leichtnam, Conservation, Education, and 
Economic Development Committee Chair, made a formal presentation in support of a 10-year approval 
of the County’s LWRM plan. A copy of their presentation is available on the LWCB’s website 
lwcb.wi.gov. 

DATCP’s review of the plan, using the LWRM Plan Review Checklist, found that the plan complies 
with all requirements of section 92.10, Wisconsin Statutes, and Chapter ATCP 50, Wisconsin  
Administrative Code. 
 
The County provided written answers to the Board’s standardized questions, recent work plans and 
accomplishments, and other materials (available on LWCB’s website: lwcb.wi.gov). 
 
Motion 
 
After a discussion between the Board and County representatives, McGraw motioned to recommend 
approval of Wood County’s LWRM plan revision for a period of 10 years, seconded by Grasshoff, and 
the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Item #7 Review of the LWCB Bylaws 
The Board elected to take up agenda Item 7 early to accommodate a schedule change. 

Katy Smith, DATCP, presented a review of the LWCB’s Bylaws. The proposed bylaw revisions are 
available within the December 3, 2024 meeting packet.  
 
Motion  
After a discussion between the Board and agency representatives, Osterman motioned to recommend 
approval the Bylaw revisions as presented, seconded by Grasshoff, and the motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Item #5 2023 Annual Soil and Water Conservation Report 
Alex Elias, DATCP, presented the 2023 Annual Soil and Water Conservation Report.  
 
Item #8 Recommendation for approval of Land and Water Resource Management Plan 

Revision for Langlade County 
The Board elected to take up agenda Item 8 early to accommodate a schedule change. 
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Chris Arrowood, Assistant Director Langlade County Land Records and Regulations Department, 
Katie Bahr-Bender, County Conservationist made a formal presentation in support of a 10-year 
approval of the County’s LWRM plan. A copy of their presentation is available on the LWCB’s 
website lwcb.wi.gov. 

DATCP’s review of the plan, using the LWRM Plan Review Checklist, found that the plan complies
with all requirements of section 92.10, Wisconsin Statutes, and Chapter ATCP 50, Wisconsin  
Administrative Code. 
 
The County provided written answers to the Board’s standardized questions, recent work plans and 
accomplishments, and other materials (available on LWCB’s website: lwcb.wi.gov).
 
Motion 
 
After a discussion between the Board and County representatives, McGraw motioned to recommend 
approval of Langlade County’s LWRM plan revision for a period of 10 years, seconded by Clarke, and 
the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Item #9 Break
The board took a 15 minute break.   
 
Item #6 Approval of Proposed 2025 LWCB Annual Agenda 
Smith reviewed the draft 2025 annual agenda.  
 
Potts motioned to recommend approval of the 2025 annual agenda, seconded by Anderson, and the 
motion carried unanimously.  
 
Item #10  Agency Reports 
 

a. FSA- Krauss submitted a written report that is available online at the Land and Water 
Conservation Board website within the December 3, 2024 meeting packet.  
  

b. NRCS- Gerlich submitted a written report that is available online at the Land and Water 
Conservation Board website within the December 3, 2024 meeting packet.  

 
c. DOA- Potts reported the Governor’s budget is anticipated to be released between late January 

and early February.  
 

d. DATCP- Anderson submitted a written report that is available online at the Land and Water 
Conservation Board website within the December 3, 2024 meeting packet.  

 
e. DNR- Knutson submitted a written report that is available online at the Land and Water 

Conservation Board website within the December 3, 2024 meeting packet.  
 

f. Member Updates- Grasshoff reported that in January the LWCB Advisory Committee on 
research is going to evaluate comments from first presentation. 

Item #11 Planning for the December 3, 2024 LWCB meeting 
The Board should expect the following at the next LWCB meeting, which will be a hybrid meeting: 

 Plan Reviews for Columbia, Ozaukee, and Washington Counties 
 Possible Report and Recommendation on 2025 CREP Spending Authority   
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Election of 2025 Officers- Chairman Cupp requested that members interested in serving as 
Officers reach out to DATCP or himself before January 20th.  
LWCB Advisory Committee on Research Updates
Farm Sustainability Rewards Project presentation- Wisconsin’s Green Fire 

Item #12 Adjourn

Motion 
Anderson motioned to adjourn, seconded by Knutson, and the motion carried unanimously. The 
business meeting was adjourned at 12:52 p.m.  
 



CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM  State of Wisconsin

DATE: January 3, 2025   

TO:  Land and Water Conservation Board Members and Advisors 

FROM: Lisa K. Trumble, DATCP
Resource Management Section, 
Bureau of Land and Water Resources 

SUBJECT: Five Year Review of the Columbia County Land and Water Resource Management 
Plan

Recommended Action: This is an action item. The LWCB should determine whether the county has 
met the LWCB’s criteria for a five-year review of a LWRM plan approved for ten years.  If the LWCB
makes a formal determination that the county has failed to meet these criteria, DATCP will 
automatically modify its order to terminate approval of the county’s plan effective December of this 
year.

Summary: The Columbia County land and water resource management plan has been approved through 
December 31, 2030, contingent on a five-year review conducted prior to December 31, 2025.   In 
advance of the five-year review, Columbia County has completed a DATCP approved form designed to 
implement the LWCB’s reference document dated October 27, 2021, and the criteria for conducting a 
five-year review. The county has provided written answers to four questions regarding past and future
implementation, has provided the required work planning documents, and has appropriately involved the 
Land Conservation Committee.   

Materials Provided:
Completed Five Year Review Form
2024 Annual Workplan with Accomplishments
2025 Annual Workplan 

Presenter: Kurt Calkins, Director/County Conservationist, Columbia County LWCD/P&Z  
Andrew Fischer, Ag, Extension, Land & Water Conservation Committee Chair
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CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM  State of Wisconsin

DATE: January 3, 2025   

TO:  Land and Water Conservation Board Members and Advisors 

FROM: Lisa K. Trumble, DATCP
Resource Management Section, 
Bureau of Land and Water Resources 

SUBJECT: Five Year Review of the Washington County Land and Water Resource Management 
Plan

Recommended Action: This is an action item. The LWCB should determine whether the county has 
met the LWCB’s criteria for a five-year review of a LWRM plan approved for ten years.  If the LWCB
makes a formal determination that the county has failed to meet these criteria, DATCP will 
automatically modify its order to terminate approval of the county’s plan effective December of this 
year.

Summary: The Washington County land and water resource management plan has been approved 
through December 31, 2030, contingent on a five-year review conducted prior to December 31, 2025.   
In advance of the five-year review, Washington County has completed a DATCP approved form 
designed to implement the LWCB’s reference document dated October 27, 2021, and the criteria for 
conducting a five-year review. The county has provided written answers to four questions regarding past 
and future implementation, has provided the required work planning documents, and has appropriately 
involved the Land Conservation Committee.   

Materials Provided:
Completed Five Year Review Form
2024 Annual Workplan with Accomplishments
2025 Annual Workplan 

Presenter: Paul Backhaus, County Conservationist, Washington County LRD  
Denis Kelling, Land Use and Planning Committee Chair



























CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM  State of Wisconsin

DATE: January 3, 2025   

TO:  Land and Water Conservation Board Members and Advisors 

FROM: Lisa K. Trumble, DATCP
Resource Management Section, 
Bureau of Land and Water Resources 

SUBJECT: Five Year Review of the Ozaukee County Land and Water Resource Management 
Plan

Recommended Action: This is an action item. The LWCB should determine whether the county has 
met the LWCB’s criteria for a five-year review of a LWRM plan approved for ten years.  If the LWCB
makes a formal determination that the county has failed to meet these criteria, DATCP will 
automatically modify its order to terminate approval of the county’s plan effective December of this 
year.

Summary: The Ozaukee County land and water resource management plan has been approved through 
December 31, 2030, contingent on a five-year review conducted prior to December 31, 2025.   In 
advance of the five-year review, Ozaukee County has completed a DATCP approved form designed to 
implement the LWCB’s reference document dated October 27, 2021, and the criteria for conducting a 
five-year review. The county has provided written answers to four questions regarding past and future
implementation, has provided the required work planning documents, and has appropriately involved the 
Land Conservation Committee.   

Materials Provided:
Completed Five Year Review Form
2024 Annual Workplan with Accomplishments
2025 Annual Workplan 

Presenter: Katie Vogeler, Director/County Conservationist, Ozaukee County LWMD  
Rob Holyoke, Natural Resources Committee Chair
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CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE: February 4, 2025 
 
TO: LWCB members and advisors 
 
FROM: Ian Krauss, Farm Service Agency 
 
SUBJECT: FSA Program Updates for February LWCB Meeting 
• Dairy Margin Coverage Program (DMC) has a deadline of March 31st. 
• ARC/PLC signup is ongoing and producers have until April 15th to enroll. 
• The following programs signup deadlines have moved to March 1st starting with applications 

for 2024. This includes notice of loss, application for payment, and supporting 
documentation for the application. 

o Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm Raised Fish Program 
(ELAP) 

o Livestock Forage Program (LFP) 
o Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) 



NRCS Wisconsin
Programs Update – February 2025

NRCS Programs Quarterly Fiscal Update

Program Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

Environmental 
Quality 
Incentives
Program (EQIP)

Financial
Assistance $0 $4,214ac $0ac $0a

Contracts 0 2ac 0ac 0a

Conservation 
Stewardship
Program (CSP)

Financial
Assistance

$15,336,831
Mc $0ac $0M $0C

New Contracts 0 0c 0c 0C

Renewal
Contracts 316 0 0 0

Regional 
Conservation 
Partnership 
Program (RCPP) 

Financial 
Assistance 0 $0c $0 $0 c

Contracts 0 0 0c 0 c

Easement
Parcels

0 0 0c
0c

Easement 
Financial 0 $0 $0c $0 c

Agricultural 
Conservation 
Easement
Program–
Agricultural 
Land Easements 
(ACEP–ALE)

Financial
Assistance $0 c $0 c $0 c $0 c

Parcels 0c 0c 0c 0c

Acres 0c 0c 0c 0c

Agricultural   
Conservation 
Easement 
Program–
Wetland Reserve 
Easements 
(ACEP–WRE)

Financial
Assistance $0 c $0 c $0 c $0 c

Easements 0c 0c 0c 0c

Acres 0c 0c 0c 0c

Emergency 
Watershed 
Protection 
Program–
Floodplain 
Easements 
(EWPP-FPE)

Financial 
Assistance 0b 0d 0d 0d

Proposed 
Easements 0b 0d 0d 0d

Proposed Acres 0b 0d 0d 0d

aIncludes initiatives and special funding. 
bInitiatives and special funding allocations have not been determined yet. 
c ; not all apps have been fully 
obligated yet
dNot available yet for FY25

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)
EQIP is the primary program available to farmers for farm 
and woodland conservation work, o ering payments for 
over 90 basic conservation practices. Applications are 
accepted on a continuous, year-round basis. Application 
batching dates are announced on our website. All 
applications received by announced batching dates are 
being evaluated and considered for potential funding in 
FY25. Contact Melissa Bartz, melissa.bartz@usda.gov, for 
more information.

Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)
CSP assists landowners who practice good stewardship on 
their land and are willing to take additional steps over the 
next five years to further enhance their stewardship 
efforts. Applications are accepted on a continuous year-
round basis. Application batching dates are announced on 
our website. All applications received by announced 
batching dates are being evaluated and considered for 
potential funding in FY25. Contact Melissa Bartz, 
melissa.bartz@usda.gov, for more information.

Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP)
RCPP promotes coordination between NRCS and partners 
to deliver conservation assistance to producers and 
landowners. NRCS provides assistance through producer 
contracts or easement agreements. Projects cover unique 
geographic areas and have specific practices available to 
meet the project’s goals. Reach out to your local field office 
staff to find out whether your location and resource 
concerns are a good fit for current RCPP projects. Contact 
Melissa Bartz, melissa.bartz@usda.gov, for more 
information.

Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP)
ACEP focuses on restoring and protecting wetlands, 
conserving productive agricultural lands, and conserving 
grasslands. Landowners are compensated for enrolling 
their land in easements. Applications for the ACEP are 
taken on a continuous basis. There were two application 
deadlines for FY25: October 4, 2024, and December 20, 
2024. Over 30 applications were evaluated and ranked 
under sign up 1. Another 20 are in process for ranking 
under the second sign up and selections are contingent 
upon funding availability. Funding is available under 
General, Great Lakes Restoration Initiative, and Inflation 
Reduction Act fund pools. Contact Dave Gundlach, ASTC-
Easements, david.gundlach@usda.gov for more 
information.
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NRCS Wisconsin 2024 Conservation Highlights and 
Results
Last year brought many opportunities for the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) in Wisconsin to 
work with farmers, private landowners, and Tribal Nations 
through the 2018 Farm Bill and additional funding provided 

In this Annual Report, you’ll 

program successes, along with highlights of the work we do 
'Helping People Help the Land’ for future generations.
Click here to read.

USDA Announces Strategy to Uphold its Federal 
Trust Responsibilities to Increase Support for 
Conservation on Tribal Lands 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has released a new 
Tribal Relations Strategy, demonstrating the agency’s 
commitment to honoring its federal trust relationship with 
the 574 federally recognized tribes and Alaska Native 
Villages that have sovereign interest in more than 119 
million acres of land across the United States.
This strategy builds on many years of listening, working, and 
consulting with tribes to address their natural resources 
concerns. NRCS is committed to carrying out its federal 
trust responsibilities by ensuring that the agency has tribal 
operations built into its organizational structure.
Click here to learn more.

Conservation Trailblazers: Amplifying Water Quality 

As a member of the Door-Kewaunee Demonstration Farms 
Network and Peninsula Pride Farms, Lee Kinnard of Kinnard 
Farms partnered with the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
and the United States Geological Survey (USGS) to be one of 

denitrifying bioreactor and a
Phosphorus Removal System built in-line on the same tile 

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) and 
funding from the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI), 
multiple conservation practices were stacked together, 
magnifying the positive impact from a soil health and water 
quality perspective, with the goal of keeping soil and 
nutrients out of Green Bay and Lake Michigan.
Click here to read more.

Biden-Harris Administration Sets Record Investment 
in Private Lands Conservation in 2024
The Biden-Harris Administration announced that the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) supported more than 
23,000 climate-focused conservation contracts funded by 

024, contributing to the 
highest total investment in private lands conservation in any 
year in the history of USDA’s Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS). 
The Biden-
the largest investment in climate action in history, bolstered 
funding for in-demand NRCS conservation programs for 
climate-smart practices on farms, ranches, and forests. 
NRCS also released updated state-by-state data showing 

Reduction Act.
Click here to learn more.

USDA and Wisconsin Award $23.2 Million to Projects 
that Strengthen Food Supply Chain Infrastructure
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Agricultural 
Marketing Service (AMS) announced it has partnered with 
the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and 
Consumer Protection (DATCP) to award $23.2 million for 30 
projects through the Resilient Food Systems Infrastructure 
Program (RFSI). The 30 Infrastructure Grants recently 
announced and the previously announced 41 Equipment 
Grants total 71 projects in Wisconsin funded through RFSI 
to build resilience across the middle of the supply chain 
while strengthening local and regional food systems.
Click here to read more.

USDA Invests More than $7.5 Million in Composting 
and Food Waste Reduction Projects
USDA is investing more than $7.5 million in 26 cooperative 
agreements that support innovative, scalable waste 
management plans to reduce and divert food waste from 

Composting and Food Waste Reduction (CFWR) 
cooperative agreements are part of USDA’s broad support 
for urban agriculture. The CFWR program is jointly 

Innovative Production and the National Institute of Food 
and Agriculture. Selected projects, including the Sun Prairie 
Food RESCU Pilot in Wisconsin, will be implemented 
between now and 2027.
Click here to learn more.
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Soil and Water Resources Management Grants 

• Reimbursement requests for 2024 are due February 15, 2025. This includes SWRM cost-share, staffing, 

NMFE, and cooperator grants. 

• The 2026 SWRM Grant Application is available on the SWRM webpage. 

• NEW FORMS REQUIRED! Many of the SWRM forms have been updated with new content and new 

numbers. Please refer to Section 3 of the SWRM Grant Resources webpage to access these forms.  

• **SWRM Master Contract NOTICE** The SWRM master contracts will be updated this year. These five-

year contracts will require an authorized county signature this spring. IF THE COUNTY CONSERVATIONIST IS 

NOT AN AUTHORIZED SIGNATORY FOR THE COUNTY please contact Kim or Hailey with the corre ct name 

and email address. This master contract will update the 2017 master contract and will be updated every 

five years. In the intervening years, you will need to acknowledge approval of the Schedule of Awards as in 

past years.   

 

Nutrient Management News 

• 2026 Nutrient Management Farmer Education Grant Application open January 31st-April 15th. Request for 
Applications and the Application can be found on the NMFE Webpage here: DATCP Home Nutrient Management 
Farmer Education Grants. Please direct any questions to Andrea Topper at Andrea.Topper@wisconsin.gov  

• February 11th at 10am DATCP staff will be hosting a NMFE webinar focusing on the application process and will 
answer any grant related questions. Register Here: https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/7b5dafb1-
f1b5-43cd-9ad7-a96bf8b1c6f0@f4e2d11c-fae4-453b-b6c0-2964663779aa  

• 2025 Virtual Nutrient Management Training for Farmers-This training provides both the basics of nutrient 
management and an introduction to SnapPlus. The same training will be offered on 2 dates. Participants only 
need to attend one training date to be certified as an eligible farmer plan writer.  
Date: March 14. Time: 10am to 3pm 

o Register here 

• Counties that would like some assistance on Nutrient Management Quality Assurance Reviews should email 
Cody Calkins at cody.calkins@wisconsin.gov. We are looking at providing assistance this year to at least three 
counties.   

Conservation Engineering  

• After almost 25 years with DATCP, Stacy Dehne is leaving for an engineering position with DOA.  Her dedication 

to the counties and conservation, and vast knowledge and willingness to share it with others has been greatly 

appreciated. She will be missed! We will be working to backfill her position as quickly as possible, so watch for a 

job posting coming this month. 

• Engineering Reserve Fund: DATCP will once again be offering funds in 2025 for projects that address a resource 

concern. Projects that address a farm discharge will be prioritized, but other conservation practices that address 

nutrients and/or soil erosion will be considered as well. If you have a project that needs funds, or needs 

additional funding to complete, watch for more information coming soon from your DATCP area engineering 



   
 

   
 

contact. Deadline to submit applications is Friday, March 28th. 

• Cultural Resources checks for State-funded projects (e.g. SWRM grants) are now submitted through DATCP. An 

informational email was sent last month containing information on the new submittal process.  

NOTE: Federally-funded projects should continue to be submitted through NRCS as before.  

Your DATCP Cultural Resources contacts by area are below: 

o North Area – Sarah Hovis (sarah.hovis@wisconsin.gov) 

o Northwest Area – Dennis Marquardt, Jr. (dennis.marquardtjr@wisconsin.gov) 

o Northeast Area – Peter Wurzer (peter.wurzer@wisconsin.gov) 

o Southwest Area – Taylor Smagacz (taylor.smagacz@wisconsin.gov) 

o Southeast Area – Jon Lisowe (jon.lisowe@wisconsin.gov) 

 

Land and Water Conservation Board-LWRM Plans 

• At the February 4, 2025, LWCB meeting Columbia, Ozaukee, and Washington Counties will be presenting LWRM 

plan 5-year reviews to the board. 

 

DATCP Drainage Program 

• The DATCP Drainage Program is developing the Winter 2025 quarterly newsletter. The intent of the newsletter 

will be to highlight successes and challenges facing drainage districts and County Drainage Boards throughout 

the State. The newsletter is part of the Department’s overall effort to improve the effectiveness and efficiencies 

for all stakeholders involved with Wisconsin Drainage Law. The Department is seeking input for the quarterly 

newsletter. If you have a project or information that you would like to highlight, please send your ideas to 

Barton T. Chapman, P.E., Drainage Program Manager at Barton.Chapman@Wisconsin.gov.  

• The Wisconsin Association of Drainage Boards (WADB), in cooperation with DATCP, will be holding regional 

educational outreach meetings throughout the State in 2025. Meeting logistics will be shared as they become 

available. 

• All activities within drainage districts are managed and administered by a County Drainage Board. Contact 

information can be found on the Drainage Program website here or contact Barton T. Chapman, P.E., Drainage 

Program Manager at Barton.Chapman@Wisconsin.gov. 

 

Agricultural Impact Statement (AIS) Program   

• The AIS program published AIS 4600 for the Grid Forward – Central Wisconsin Transmission Line Project in 

Chippewa, Clark, Eau Claire and Trempealeau Counties.  

• You can find more information about the AIS program at agimpact.wi.gov. You can also contact 

DATCPAgImpactStatements@wi.gov with questions regarding any active AIS statement or the AIS program. 

 

Farmland Preservation Program and Agricultural Enterprise Areas (AEA) 

• For information about the AEA petition process, including application materials, visit the Petitioning for AEA 

Designation webpage. Please contact wednesday.coye@wisconsin.gov with any questions you have about 

the AEA program.   



   
 

   
 

• The DATCP Home Farmland Preservation Tax Credits (wi.gov) has been updated with additional information 

to help landowners and tax preparers choose the correct tax schedule when filing for an FP tax credit. If you 

receive any questions from landowners or tax preparers regarding questions related to tax credit cla ims or 

tax credit denials, please contact wednesday.coye@wisconsin.gov. Landowners who have received a denial 

letter have a limited amount of time to file an appeal with DOR; timely action is critical.    

 

Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP)  

• Farm Bill Extended to 9/30/2025:  On 12/21/2024 the federal government passed another extension of the 2018 

Farm Bill on that runs until 9/30/2025.  DATCP is waiting to hear from our FSA partners for details when CREP 

will be opened again for enrollment. Hopeful it will be in early 2025. DATCP will provide updates as soon as we 

receive more details.  

 

• Submit Outstanding Items To DATCP for Completion: If you submitted a request to DATCP for processing, but 

were contacted by State CREP staff requesting additional items for processing, please submit those items as 

soon as possible. Also, continue to submit any CREP agreements from last year that DATCP has not year 

received. 

 

Soil Health Program 

Soil Health Trainings and initiatives 

• The ATCP 50 office hours touch on how the soil health principles can guide our conservation planning by looking 

at the whole farm with systems approach. See the ATCP 50 update below for the recorded ATCP 50 office hours 

and contact Randy Zogbaum at randalll.zogbaum@wisconsin.gov if you have any questions. 

• A new soil health module has been added to the NMFE curriculum if you are looking for resources on soil health. 

• Reminder that the new online Soil Health curriculum is live and available on our soilhealthtraining.wi.gov 

website.  The purpose of this curriculum is to develop a common definition and understanding of Soil Health and 

develop some guideposts of how to implement soil health systems on Wisconsin Farms. Modules 1-3 establish a 

common language of Soil Health in Wisconsin agriculture.  For questions regarding this training or the soil health 

program contact Randy Zogbaum at randalll.zogbaum@wisconsin.gov. 

2025 Soil Health Trainings and initiatives 

• In 2025 we will work on completing module 4 of the online Soil Health Training focusing on applying soil health 

principles in Wisconsin cropping systems. Stay tuned for opportunities to be involved in this training.  

• As we implement these practices knowing that this work is improving soil health can be demonstrated using 

NRCS Soil Health Assessment Techniques. Stay tuned in 2025 for more on this initiative. 

 

Cover Crop Insurance Rebate Program 

• The 2024-2025 Crop Insurance Rebate for Planting Cover Crops Application is now closed and acres are being 

reviewed. 

• To qualify, cover crops must be planted in 2024 on fields to be insured with a cash crop in 2025. The acres 

cannot receive state or federal cover crop funding support during this same time.  



   
 

   
 

• Program information and answers to frequently asked questions are available on the department website.  

 

Nitrogen Optimization Pilot Program 

• Cycle 3 of the NOPP grants closed January 17, 2025. The NOPP team will be reviewed and scored by the NOPP 

Review Team. Awards should be announced in late February.  

• UW will be hosting regional meetings to discuss Insights from on-farm research on February 19 in Eau Claire, 

February 21 in Arlington, and February 24 Appleton. You can register here to attend: 

https://cropsandsoils.extension.wisc.edu/nitrogen-optimization-pilot-program/#Events 

 

Producer-Led Watershed Protection Grant (PLWPG) Program  

• 2025 was the most competitive year yet for the Producer-Led Watershed Protection Grant.  We received 

applications from 49 producer-led groups, for a total funding request of over $1.6 million. With a program 

budget of $1 million, the grants review committee had to make extremely difficult decisions.   Priorities were to 

fund new viable groups, while also providing the highest level of funding merited to as many existing groups as 

possible.   

 

ATCP 50 Update 

• ATCP 50 updates went into effect June 1, 2024. Final rule language can be reviewed on the WI Legislature’s 

website. The Bureau has rule information on our website. This fall, DATCP hosted ATCP 50 Office Hours 

related to non-structural practice updates. Each Office Hour included a technical primer of the practice, a 

short discussion of the soil health benefits and applicable SWRM cost-share requirements. All office hours 

were recorded and available for future viewing here. If you have any questions, email 

datcplandwater@wisconsin.gov. 

• NEW PRACTICE INTRODUCTION: Conservation Cover (ATCP 50.663). This SEG-funded conservation practices 

allows for the establishment and maintenance of permanent vegetative cover in an agricultural setting to 

reduce erosion, improve water quality and better soil health. Available for lands covered with a nutrient 

management plan. Require the county to commit to 10-year minimum planning and monitoring period for 

this practice. SWRM cost-share will cover the initial installation and the creation of the monitoring plan. 

 

Staffing Update 

• The Land & Water Resource Management Planner position (formerly held by Lisa Trumble) has been posted with 

an application deadline of February 17. Go to wisc.jobs and search for job 16837 to learn more about the 

position and apply. If you have any questions, contact Katy Smith at Katy.Smith@wisconsin.gov.  

• The Land and Water Resources Bureau Director position has been posted with an application deadline of 

February 17. Go to wisc.jobs and search for job 16855 to learn more about the position and apply. If you have 

any questions, contact Tim Anderson at Timothy1.Anderson@wisconsin.gov. 



State of Wisconsin

CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

DATE: Feb. 4, 2025

TO: LWCB members and advisors

FROM: Jason Knutson, Wisconsin DNR

SUBJECT: DNR Update, December 2024 – January 2025, For February 2025 LWCB 
Meeting

Runoff Grants – TRM & UNPS Construction Applications Now Available
Targeted Runoff Management (TRM) grant applications for projects beginning in 
2026 are now available on the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR)’s 
grant program webpage. For an overview of the Targeted Runoff Management grant 
program and application process, please watch the presentation on the grant 
program webpage.

Urban Nonpoint Source & Storm Water (UNPS & SW) Planning Grant applications for 
projects beginning in 2026 are now available on the DNR’s grant program webpage.
For an overview of the Urban Nonpoint Source Planning grant program and 
application process, please watch the presentation on the grant program webpage.

Eligible applicants have until April 15, 2025 to submit applications. 

NOD Grant Program Update
The DNR is accepting applications for the 2025 Notice of Discharge Grant program.
Application forms and more information are available on the grant program page. 
Applicants should work with their Regional Nonpoint Source Coordinator to develop 
high-quality, competitive applications. The first funding decisions are anticipated 
during spring 2025, with up to three additional decision periods dependent on 
available funding. 

Storm Water Program Update
The DNR issued a modification to WPDES Mineral (Nonmetallic) Mining and/or 
Processing General Permit No. WI-0046515-07-02. The modified permit became 
effective Dec. 31, 2024 (“General Permit”).



The General Permit has been modified following an administrative order signed Oct. 
4, 2024. As a result of the order, effective Dec. 31, 2024, sampling point 006 will only 
apply to process wastewater discharges to groundwater (such as infiltration from 
unlined ponds) at industrial sand facility activities commonly categorized under 
Standard Industrial Code (SIC) 1446, pursuant to federal Occupational Health and 
Safety Administration (OSHA) regulations. 

You can access a modified version of the permit on the DNR website.  

Permittees have been mailed a copy of the permit re-issuance letter. 

 
DNR CAFO Workshops 
The 2025 Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations (CAFO) Workshops are fast 
approaching, and there is still time to register! The DNR conducts these workshops 
with the University of Wisconsin-Madison Division of Extension to provide useful 
information for Wisconsin Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (WPDES)-permitted 
CAFO owners and managers, nutrient management plan writers and engineers. We 
are hosting seven workshops throughout the state between Jan. 28 and Feb. 12.  

 Green Bay: Tuesday, Jan. 28, noon – 4 p.m. 
 Fond du Lac: Wednesday, Jan. 29, noon – 4 p.m. 
 Manitowoc: Thursday, Jan. 30, 8 a.m. – noon 
 Darlington: Tuesday, Feb. 4, noon – 4 p.m. 
 Jefferson: Wednesday, Feb. 5, 8 a.m. – noon 
 Mauston: Tuesday, Feb. 11, noon – 4 p.m. 

Eau Claire: Wednesday, Feb. 12, 8 a.m. – noon

Based on attendees' feedback, we’ve moved the technical engineering topics and 
discussion to a separate session before the regular CAFO workshops in Green Bay 
and Mauston. Attendees, including non-engineers, are welcome to attend the 
engineering sessions at no additional cost. The topics for the engineering technical 
workshops are listed in the CAFO Workshops flyer. The meal is included with 
registration for either or both sessions. 

There is time set aside before and after the sessions for networking and one-on-one 
time with DNR staff. 

Registration for the workshops is available online. The registration fee is $46, with a 
$10 late fee if you register after the Thursday before the event. We look forward to 
seeing everyone at the 2025 workshops. 



Surface Water Grant Program Update 
The DNR Surface Water Grant Program has reviewed and ranked approximately 225 
final grant applications and finalized the funding list for FY25 surface water grant 
recipients. Additionally, the program has received and funded seven Healthy Lakes 
and Rivers, six AIS Early Detection and Response, 156 Clean Boats, Clean Waters and 
38 Lake Monitoring and Protection Network noncompetitive grants. The Lake 
Monitoring and Protection Network has a continued presence in 69 of 72 counties. 
 
Overall, the program received over $7.8M in requests, resulting in the program being 
oversubscribed by approximately $1.6M. The rivers category received approximately 
$400k in requests, with the category 38% oversubscribed; the lakes category 
received over $2.4M in requests, with the category 44% oversubscribed; the AIS 
category received over $2.8M in requests, with the category 35% oversubscribed. 
 
Grant awards will be announced in the beginning of February 2025, with the priority 
funding list posted to the Wisconsin DNR’s Surface Water Grant website. 




