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Provide basic information about your proposed Nitrogen Optimization Pilot Program (NOPP) research project. Project details do not need to be final at this state as this form serves as a starting point to help guide and refine the project moving forward. Note that there are different research projects to choose from. 

Intent to apply forms must be submitted by December 18, 2026.
For Nitrogen Response Trial projects, submit this form to Monica.Schauer@wisc.edu.
For other project options, submit this form to Megan.Blauwet@wisc.edu.

Universities of Wisconsin (UW) NOPP staff will evaluate your proposal and contact you with further guidance on developing the project. We encourage you to contact us to assist with fine-tuning your research proposal before the deadline. The Intent to Apply must be approved for consideration of a NOPP award. Final NOPP applications will be due January 15, 2027.




Project Applicant (must be an agricultural producer)
	Name
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Phone number
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Email
	Click or tap here to enter text.



Which research project do you propose? Review project requirements below. Choose one project option and complete the questions associated with that option. Interested in applying but unsure of which option is right for you? We’re happy to help you identify the best project option to match your goals! 

☐Nitrogen response trial (maximum award of $40,000 per producer)
· Requirements
· Nitrogen response trial (rates only)
· Minimum six N rates. More nitrogen rates will strengthen application. 
· Rates equally spaced out. Minimum rate of 0, max. rate 40% higher than grower standard. 
· Each rate must be replicated four times and randomized. 
· Nitrogen response trial with additional management treatment
· Minimum four N rates; more nitrogen rates will strengthen application. 
· 4 rates: 0, grower “business as usual,” and a rate 25% above and 25% below.
· 5+ rates: Rates equally spaced out. Minimum rate of 0, max. rate <40% higher than grower standard. 
· Each rate and treatment must be replicated four times and randomized. 
· Specialty crops 
· Trial design and treatments may vary depending on crop, management system, and research question.
· Replication and randomization should be included when applicable. 
· Data collection requirements may differ from standard nitrogen response trials and should be tailored to the objectives of the study. 
· Required data collection (all corn nitrogen response trials) 
· Routine soil sample  
· Pre-plant soil nitrate and ammonium 0-1’ & 1-2’  
· Pre-sidedress soil nitrate and ammonium 0-1’ IF nitrogen will be going out at sidedress timing  
· Yield (measured with calibrated yield monitor or weigh wagon) 
· Field history and management data (data collection survey will be provided) 
· Manure sample and analysis (if field received manure) 
· Cover crop sample and analysis (if cover crop grown on that field) 
· Irrigation nitrogen content (1 sample/field for irrigated fields) 
· Additional suggested measurements to strengthen application 
· Post-harvest soil nitrate and ammonium 0-1’ & 1-2’ 
· Soil health analysis
· Corn ear leaf 
· Stalk nitrate 
· Grain %N
How many agricultural producers will be part of this proposed project? Please list the likely participants. If not all cooperating producers have been identified, please provide your best estimate. The list may be revised before the final application is submitted.
Click or tap here to enter text.
What is the research question you would like to investigate? 
Click or tap here to enter text.
What nitrogen rates do you propose to use? 
Click or tap here to enter text.
If you are investigating an additional management practice, please describe.
 Click or tap here to enter text.
What sampling do you plan to include in your project? 
Click or tap here to enter text.































☐ Zero- Synthetic N Test Strip (maximum award of $6,000 per producer)
· Requirements
· Zero-N test strip (strip that does not receive any commercial N aside from that in starter, < 40 lb. N/ac)
· Two fields per year per producer
· Required data collection: 
· Routine soil test (one sample/field)
· Pre-plant nitrate and ammonium (one sample at 0-1’ and 1-2’)
· Pre-sidedress nitrate and ammonium (or in-season sampling if all N was applied at plant) (one sample per zero-N and with-N at 0-1’)
· Post-harvest nitrate and ammonium (one sample per zero-N and with-N at 0-1’ and 1-2’)
· Grain nitrogen content for corn grain fields (one sample per zero-N and with-N)
· Yield (measured with calibrated yield monitor or weigh wagon)
· Field history and management data (data collection survey will be provided) 
· Manure sample and analysis if field received manure this crop year (one sample per application, if able)
· Cover crop sample and analysis if cover crop grown on that field (one sample per field)
· Irrigation nitrogen content (one sample/field for irrigated fields)
· Eligible to explore additional measurements, as long as budget allows: soil health analysis, whole plant N content, cover crop forage quality, leaf tissue samples, additional samples of required data for more accurate results, or other metrics. 
How many agricultural producers will be part of this proposed project? How many fields will each producer include? If not all cooperating producers have been identified, please provide your best estimate. The list may be revised before the final application is submitted.
Click or tap here to enter text.


Is there a specific field, crop rotation, or management system you are interested in investigating? 
Click or tap here to enter text.

What sampling do you plan to include in your project?
Click or tap here to enter text.






☐ Reduced-Nitrogen Rate (maximum award of $6,000 per producer)
· Requirements
· Three reduced N rate test strips, where the reduced N rate is 20% less N than the current rate. 
· Required data collection:
· Routine soil test (one sample/field)
· Pre-plant nitrate and ammonium (one samples/field at 0-1’ and 1-2’)
· Pre-sidedress soil nitrate and ammonium IF nitrogen will be going out at sidedress timing (three samples/field at 0-1’)
· Yield (measured with calibrated yield monitor or weigh wagon)
· Field history and management data (data collection survey will be provided) 
· Manure analysis (one sample per application if manure applied during crop year)
· Cover crop sample and analysis if cover crop grown on that field (one sample/field)
· Irrigation nitrogen content (one sample/field for irrigated fields)
· Eligible to explore additional pieces of data, as long as budget allows (ex: cover crop forage quality, whole plant N content, leaf tissue samples, soil health metrics, etc.)
How many agricultural producers will be part of this proposed project? Please list the likely participants. If not all cooperating producers have been identified, please provide your best estimate. The list may be revised before the final application is submitted.
Click or tap here to enter text.

Is there a specific field, crop rotation, or management system you are interested in investigating? 
Click or tap here to enter text.

What nitrogen rates do you propose to use? Reduced rate should be at least a 20% reduction from standard rate. 
Click or tap here to enter text.

What sampling do you plan to include in your project?
Click or tap here to enter text.












☐ Custom Nitrogen Research (maximum award of $10,000 per producer)

· Data collection may differ from standard nitrogen response trials and should be tailored to the objectives of the study. Reach out with any questions on what measurements would address your research question. 
· Examples of data that could be included: 
· Routine soil test 
· Pre-plant nitrate and ammonium 0-1’ and 1-2’
· Pre-sidedress nitrate and ammonium (or in-season sampling if all N was applied at plant) 
· Post-harvest nitrate and ammonium 0-1’ and 1-2’
· Yield (measured with calibrated yield monitor or weigh wagon)
· Field history and management data (data collection survey will be provided) 
· Manure analysis (if manure applied)
· Cover crop sample and analysis (if cover crop grown on that field)
· Grain nitrogen content 
· Irrigation nitrogen content (one sample/field for irrigated fields)
· Eligible to explore additional pieces of data, as long as budget allows (ex: cover crop forage quality, whole plant N content, leaf tissue samples, soil health metrics, etc.)
How many agricultural producers will be part of this proposed project? Please list the likely participants. If not all cooperating producers have been identified, please provide your best estimate. The list may be revised before the final application is submitted.
Click or tap here to enter text.

What is the research question you would like to investigate? 
Click or tap here to enter text.

What data and measurements do you plan to include in your project? 
Click or tap here to enter text.

If you are investigating an additional management practice, please describe.
Click or tap here to enter text.

What sampling do you plan to include in your project?
Click or tap here to enter text.


Nitrogen Response Trial
 Max. award of $40,000/producer


Discover the optimum N rate for your field, or how management practices impact optimum N rate


Zero-Synthetic Nitrogen Test Strip
Max. award of $6,000/producer


What is your baseline? Learn how much N the soil is supplying, fertilizer use efficiency under your current N mangement, and opportunities to improve


Custom Nitrogen Research 
Max. award of $10,000/producer


Investigate other innovative strategies to optimize N use and evaluate performance through on-farm research 


Effort: Low/Medium


Example projects: N rate trial, N rate + management, N response in speciality crops


NOPP team can assist in developing projects


Effort: Medium


Reduced Nitrogen Rate
Max. award of $6,000/producer


Test a reduced N rate compared to your current mangement


Project includes: three reduced N rate test strips (20% less than current rate)


Effort: High


Effort: Low/Medium


Zero-N test strips may include organic N sources (e.g. manure or legume credits) 
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