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DECISION-MAKING
Control Strategy: Corn earworm moths lay most of their
eggs directly on fresh silks. Once the eggs hatch, the larvae
quickly enter the ear tip where they are protected from
insecticides. Scouting is usually not feasible; therefore,
spray timing is often based on nightly moth counts in
Hartstack traps during the vulnerable silking stage.

Insecticides must already be on silks when eggs begin
hatching to prevent newly hatched CEW larvae from
moving down the silk channel and entering the ear. 

Corn earworm larva

Reapply 2-3 days until brown silk or as long as catches remain high

Recommended Spray Interval

Treatment not justified

 Moths per Night

Reapply 4-5 days until brown silk

Action Thresholds: For sweet corn in the silking stage, the
standard treatment threshold is 10 or more moths per
Hartstack trap for three consecutive nights, as long as
green silks are present. Treat vulnerable corn (row tassel to
100% silk) with an effective corn earworm insecticide;
reapply every 2-5 days until silks turn brown.

Refer to the UW-Extension publications Commercial
Vegetable Production in Wisconsin (A3422) and Pest
Management in Wisconsin Field Crops (A3646) for more
information on insecticides and management practices.
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Corn earworm larva

Corn earworm moth

Decision-Making Based on Hartstack Trap Moth Counts

Discontinue treatments 10 days before harvesting fresh market sweet corn as additional sprays will not improve product quality.

 10 - 99

 100 - 500

More than 500

Fewer than 10

Reapply 1-2 days until brown silk or as long as catches remain high

https://learningstore.extension.wisc.edu/products/commercial-vegetable-production-in-wisconsin
https://learningstore.extension.wisc.edu/products/commercial-vegetable-production-in-wisconsin
https://learningstore.extension.wisc.edu/products/pest-management-in-wisconsin-field-crops
https://learningstore.extension.wisc.edu/products/pest-management-in-wisconsin-field-crops
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