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Why integrate climate and protection into LWRM 
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DNR Involvement in County LWRM P
● DNR staff involved in data 

sharing, review of plan 
updates

● Factsheet updated January 
2026 in collaboration with 
DATCP
○ Process for DNR involvement in 

plan updates
○ Key contacts, data and 

information resources to consult 
in update process and other 
planning work

Factsheet on DATCP website

3

https://datcp.wi.gov/Documents/LWRMCountyDNRPlanRoles.pdf
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Engagement on Climate Resilience & Protection   
● Beginning in 2023 -2024, new DNR staff brought on to provide technical 

assistance to counties, regional planning communities (RPCs), municipal 
utilities.

● Focus on incorporating climate resilience and watershed protection into 
water quality programmatic work done by DNR and our partners. 

Helena Tiedmann : Wate r Quality Planning Coord ina tor
Lauren Haydon : Wate rshed  Protection  Coord ina tor
Ezra Meyer : Clim ate  Resilience  Outreach  Specia list
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Engagement on Climate Resilience & Protection   



Climate Summary Packet
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Watershed Protection Summary Pack
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Watershed Protection Summary Pack
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How’s It Going So Far?
● Positive reception from counties
● Spectrum of engagement and interest
● Specific interest in data, funding, 

implementation

➔ How can  we  furthe r he lp  counties 
find  th is in form ation  and  incorpora te  
clim ate  and  protection  in  the ir 
p lann ing work?
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Counties Engaged  to  Date





● County’s are already doing this work
● Adapta tion  supports county land  

and  wate r goa ls and  ob jectives
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Tips for Success
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There’s  no “one s ize fits  all” 
to climate res ilience

● The climate resilience solutions and strategies will vary 
by location, project type, resource concerns, and 
stakeholder priorities

● Work with your team to identify the solution(s) that 
make the most sense for your planning context 

Work with a team
Complete the planning workbook with your:
● Project Team
● Technical/Local Advisory Committee
● Conservation Department Staff

Apply to your exis ting 
planning work

● 10-year Land & Water Resource Management Plan 
updates

● 5-year plan reviews
● Annual work plans
● Conservation project planning



Resource 
Assessment
● Characterize past, 

present, and future 
climate conditions

● Identify climate 
trends or concerns
that might impact 
your resource 
management 
objectives 
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Where to access
Available scale(s)
Available format(s)

Time period(s) 
data describes

Brief description of 
tool/resource

Example of the 
data/tool outputs

Instructions or 
helpful tips for 
using the 
tool/generating 
data outputs

Example 
Resource
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Wisconsin -
specific 
resource

Data 
describes 
past, present, 
and future 
conditions 

GIS data 
available in 
addition to 
online viewer Example 

Resource



Climate Planning Framework
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Impacts
What climate impacts are you most 
concerned about in your county?

How specifically might these affect local 
resources? 
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Opportunities
What are the focus areas and land and 
water management goals/objectives in 
your plan? 

How might climate change make it 
challenging to achieve these goals? 

What opportunities exist for 
incorporating climate resilience?
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Actions
What actions can you take to address 
these climate impacts in your county 
while meeting management goals?
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Counties are taking action! 
Example Goals from Recent LWRMPs:
● Monitor road/stream crossings to ensure hydrologic integrity 
● Work with the County Highway Department to promote erosion control and 

culvert sizing 
● Protect the top 30% healthiest watersheds in the County
● Evaluate implementation of a wetland preservation/restoration program
● Develop a lake classification system around vulnerability/resilience to shifts in 

climate 
● Improve fisheries habitat to increase climate resiliency for gamefish
● Evaluate strategies for wildlife plantings to adapt to climate change 
● Develop a County Conservation Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan 
● Promote sustainable agriculture and plan for climate change
● Increase promotion of no -till, cover crops, and nutrient management programs
● Improve soil health, carbon storage & water infiltration
● Promote land practices to enhance resiliency to fluctuations in precipitation, 

temperature and seasonal variances
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Concluding Thoughts
County’s and others are already doing this work
Making adjustments based on a range of future projections to 
support broader conservation efforts.

Centered around counties’ expertise
Many tools available to support informing decisions, but no 
tool replaces local knowledge.

We’re here to help
We are available to support counties throughout their plan 
updates and other conservation planning efforts. 

We’d love to hear your thoughts! 
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Questions?
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Jenny Pethan, WI Land & Water: Jenny@wisconsinlandwater.org

Climate Program Manager

Helena Tiedmann, WI DNR: Helena.Tiedmann1@wisconsin.gov

Water Quality Planning Coordinator 

mailto:Jenny@wisconsinlandwater.org
mailto:Helena.Tiedmann1@wisconsin.gov
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