
April 2024

CONSERVATION ENGINEERING SECTION – BUREAU OF LAND & WATER RESOURCES

Matt Woodrow

Conservation Engineering Update

DATCP Spring Partner Meetings



WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTIONWISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION

DATCP  IS  HIRING!!

NRCS Collaboration Project Positions
1. Hydrologic & Hydraulic (H&H) Engineer

• Applications were due April 1

• wj.wi.gov

• Search: H&H Engineer

2. Environmental Specialist
• Posted mid- to end of April

Discussion Item: Possible Position
• Soil Scientist? 

• Perform wetland determinations - WEPS

DATCP

3. Field Services Unit Leader
• Working supervisor

• Environmental Specialists

• Interviews completed
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CONSERVATION ENGINEERING
PRACTITIONER CERTIFICATION

(CERTIFICATION)

1. WHAT IS IT?

2. CHANGES
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Certification:  What is it?
• Unique system to WI
• Modeled after NRCS JAA
• Non-engineers can approve 

conservation projects

CONSERVATION  ENGINEERING  PRACTITIONER  CERTIFICATION
(CERTIFICATION)
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Form Changes
• NRCS Changed JAA

• Job classes level 
controlling factor 
measures changed

CONSERVATION  ENGINEERING  PRACTITIONER  CERTIFICATION
(CERTIFICATION)

• DATCP Certification form will also be updated for consistency.



WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTIONWISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION

Certification: Discussion Item
How to get county staff interested in becoming part of engineering certification?
• What are barriers or reasons for not wanting to be in program?
• What can DATCP do to facilitate interest?

CONSERVATION  ENGINEERING  PRACTITIONER  CERTIFICATION
(CERTIFICATION)
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CONSERVATION ENGINEERING
~ TRAINING & RESOURCES ~

1. CORE COMPETENCIES

2. RESOURCES:
- Conservation Practice Workflow/Checklists
- Resources Library

3. UPCOMING STATEWIDE TRAININGS
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TRAINING & RESOURCES

Core Competency Trainings
1) Conservation Engineering 101
2) Hydrology
3) Hydraulics
4) Resource Concern Identification

Discussion Item:
What should be the next core topic(s) we develop?
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TRAINING & RESOURCES

Conservation Practice Workflows/Checklists
1. Grassed Waterway

2. Diversions

3. Lined Waterways

4. Grade Stabilization Structures

5. Open Channel: Two-stage ditch

6. Streambank & Shoreline Protection

Discussion Item:
Thoughts on what should be the next practice(s) we develop?



WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTIONWISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION

TRAINING & RESOURCES
UPCOMING  STATEWIDE  TRAININGS

Hydrologic Restoration
• Webinar

• Field Visits

DATCP 01-Verification of Depth to Bedrock
• In support of NR 151.075 Silurian Bedrock Performance Standard

• Cost-shareable though ATCP 50 (15 Silurian counties)
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TRAINING & RESOURCES

Discussion Items
Idea 

• Technical training plans for new conservation staff?

• Any other training ideas/suggestions?
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CONSERVATION ENGINEERING
~ OTHER MISC. ITEMS ~

1. PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT HOURS (PDHs)

2. ENGINEERING RESERVE FUND
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 30 PDHs every three years
 Current cycle January 1, 2022 to December 31, 2024

 Pro-rated if entering program mid-cycle

 What counts?
 Trainings need to be technical and relate to planning, design, or construction of practices on the Job Approval/Certification form

 One-on-one training

 Planned classroom setting trainings

 Training provided by conservation partners 
(UW-Extension, WI Land + Water, DNR, etc.)

 Annual tech updates

 At least 50 minutes to qualify

 Self-documenting

REMINDER:
PROFESSIONAL  DEVELOPMENT  HOURS  (PDHS)
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DATCP  ENGINEERING  RESERVE  FUND

• $300,000 for engineered conservation projects
• Prioritize farm discharge projects

• Also for projects that address soil erosion and/or nutrients

• Applications were due Friday, March 29
• Received ~$250,000 in requests
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(920) 427-8505 – matthew.woodrow@wisconsin.gov

Conservation Engineering Section – Bureau of Land & Water Resources

Matt Woodrow

Questions?
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