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 “At Least Equal To” 
 What’s a meat product? 
 Inspection 
 Exemptions 
 Enforcement 
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Bureau Basics 

1906 
Federal Meat Inspection Act of 
1906 

1957 

Poultry Products Inspection Act of 
1957 

1968 
Wisconsin began its Meat and 
Poultry Inspection Program 

1978 

Humane Methods of Slaughter Act 
of 1978 

2014 
Cooperative Interstate Shipment (CIS) 
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Bureau Basics 
Official (Inspected) Demographics 
• Product intended for wholesale or sales 

to individuals 
• All products bear the marks of 

inspection 
• Slaughter – Animal by animal, ante-

and post-mortem inspection 
• Processing – Inspector scheduled to 

inspect every day production occurs 
• Hazard analysis required 

• 217 official establishments 
• 60 red meat slaughter 
• Two poultry slaughter 
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Bureau Basics 

Custom (Not Inspected) Demographics 
• Slaughter and/or processing done 

as a service for the animal owner 
• 70 custom only establishments 
• 20 mobile custom processors 

• Meat products labeled Not For Sale 
or Not Inspected (Poultry) 

• Meat products cannot be sold 
• Inspected every three months at a 

minimum 
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Bureau Priorities 
 Imminent Food Safety Concerns 
 Adulterated/Misbranded products 
 Humane Handling 
 Product Positives 
 Recalls 
 Consumer Complaints 
 Unlicensed meat establishments 
 Licensing new establishments 

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION 

3 



9/10/2026 

“At Least Equal To” 
 State of Wisconsin – Bureau of Meat and Poultry Businesses operates a meat inspection program 

“at least equal to” US Dept. of Agriculture (USDA) Food Safety Inspection Service (FSIS) 
 Component 1: Statutory Authority and Food Safety Regulations 

 Component 2: Inspection 

 Component 3: Sampling Programs 

 Component 4: Staffing, Training, and Supervision 

 Component 5: Humane Handling 

 Component 6: Compliance 

 Component 7: Laboratory Methods and Quality Assurance Program 

 Component 8: Civil Rights 

 Component 9: Financial Accountability 
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“At Least Equal To,” cont. 

Annual Self-Assessment Onsite Audit “At Least Equal To” determination 
letter 
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What’s A Meat Product? 
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What’s a Meat Product? 

Fish other than Siluriformes Siluriformes (catfish) 
Shell Eggs Egg Products 

FDA and USDA Jurisdiction of Meat and Poultry Products 
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Inspection of Meat Establishments 

- Ante- and post-mortem inspection of every animal 
- Daily inspection of processing activities 
- Task-based inspection methodology 
- Labeled with the marks of inspection 
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Inspection Tasks 

o Meeting with Establishment Management 
o Sanitation Performance Standards 
o HACCP Verification 
o Hazard Analysis Verification 
o Slaughter - Humane Handling, Zero Tolerance, Sanitary Dressing, SRM Control 
o Net Weights 
o General Labeling, Net Weights, Product Standards 
o Food Defense 
o Pre-Operational SSOP 
o Operational SSOP 
o Generic E. Coli 
o Big 9 Formulation Verification 
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Task Assignment 
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Task Calendar 
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Exemptions 

o Personal Use 
o Retail Exempt 
o Hotels, Restaurants, and Institutions (HRI) 

o Custom Exempt 
o 1,000 bird exemption 
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Poultry Exemption 

o 1,000 bird exemption 
o No license or registration 
o Produced and processed on the producer’s premises 
o Labeled with name, address, and “NOT INSPECTED” 
o Can also be custom processed at a meat establishment 
o Sold at the premises where the birds were produced or through producer’s 

CSA 

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION 

9 



9/10/2026 

Enforcement – Noncompliance Record 
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Enforcement – Regulatory Control Action 

o Retain Tag 
o Adulterated 
o Misbranded 
o Fails to meet requirements 
o Applies to product 
o 14 days, can be extended for another 14 days 

o Condemnation/Disposal Order 
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Enforcement – Regulatory Control Action 

o Reject Tag 
o Unsanitary condition 
o Facilities, equipment, utensils 
o Also applied to stunning equipment, alleyways, and the restrainer to address 

humane handling noncompliance. 
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Enforcement 

o Warning Notice 
o Cease and Desist Notice 
o Administrative Conference 
o Administrative Conditional Licenses 
o Civil Forfeitures (Held in Abeyance or Executed) 
o Summary Special Orders 
o Placing Conditions 
o Revocation of License 
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