
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, TRADE, AND CONSUMER PROTECTION 
(DATCP) 

DAIRY RULES ADVISORY COMMITTEE (DRAC) 
MEETING MINUTES 

Date: October 8, 2024 
Time: 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

Location: Virtual Teams Meeting 

Welcome and Introduction 

Call to order: 
Alex O’Brien called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

Open meeting notice: 
Alex O’Brien stated the meeting is a public meeting.The open meeting notice has been posted. 

Roll Call: 
Members in attendance: Laura Traas, Alex O’Brien, Pete Hesprich, Ben Shibler, Errin Nondorf, Tim 
Neubauer, Jessica Hansen, Helen Schmude, Andrew Johnson, Gloria Joseph, Jacquie Papple, Kristen 
Houck, Bob Wills, John Umhoefer, Dan Smith, Jeff Kirchberg, Scott Rankin, and Jason Mugnaini 
Others in attendance: Troy Sprecker, Max Huebner, Michelle Steinmetz, Jim Pikka, Mary 
Rollins, Tyson Villarreal, Kate Angeles, Justin Jafferis, Michelle Brusky, Kathy Carlson, Kevin 
Dulin, and Brandon Johnson 

Approval of agenda: 
Scott Rankin made a motion to approve the agenda. Motion was seconded by Ben Shibler. The 
agenda was approved. 

Approve previous meeting minutes: 
No corrections to the previous meeting minutes for the DRAC June 20, 2024 meeting. Scott 
Rankin made a motion to approve the meeting minutes. Motion was seconded by Pete Hesprich. 
Meeting minutes were approved. 

Public comments: There were no public comments made. 

Member Updates: The committee welcomed Errin Nondorf to replace Dawn Walters for 
Foremost Farms. 

 DATCP Update 

Laura Traas presented the DATCP Update (see slides from DATCP Update 10-08-2024) and 
started by stating that a number of the things to be discussed are in the process of being 
developed so there may be more information to come.  

Staffing Update: Sanitarian Jack DeMarais has left.  David Lang has joined the Dairy Technical 
Specialist team in the Northeast Region. Adam Brock has joined as the new Division 
Administrator.  Elsie Lundquist has moved regions to Dane and Green County. DATCP is 
currently hiring for the sanitarian position in the Southeast region this week. 

H5N1 Update: FDA completed 2 rounds of finished product and pasteurization studies.  No 
current viable positive tests were found in the studies or in the state of Wisconsin samples. Raw 
milk cheese samples were included in the second round of sampling.  On June 6th of this year, 



the FDA released a letter recommending against the consumption of raw milk, and the letter is 
on the FDA website. On October 3, FDA released a letter announcing a voluntary silo sampling 
study to sample milk prior to pasteurization.  The purpose of the study is to understand how 
wide spread the virus is and how high the level is.  This will be a double blind study.  The 
sanitarian will take a silo sample and only label the sample with the date and time the sample 
was taken on the outside of the sampling bag.  FDA will receive the sample and place the 
sample (without the sampling bag) in the freezer with no identification on the sample container.  
The sample results will not be able to be traced back to the source.  Sampling will start October 
28, 2024 and will end on December 6th, 2024.  Samples will need to be collect Monday, 
Tuesday, or Wednesday morning.  The Secretary’s office will be determining if Wisconsin will 
participate.  USDA is overseeing the movement of the cattle and ensuring that cattle have been 
tested prior to moving.  There have been several research institutes (States and CDC) doing or 
have done studies. 

 Here is the link to the FDA website: Updates on Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza
(HPAI) | FDA

 Here is a link to the HPAI Sampling Program- NCIMS: HPAI Sampling Program –
NCIMS

 Here is a link to the USDA HPAI in Livestock: HPAI in Livestock | Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service

The committee addressed several concerns with the silo study. The study did not seem very 
beneficial and is not designed to learn anything significant. If pasteurizing has been shown to be 
effective, there isn’t much point to test the raw milk. There was concern with protecting the 
farmer and the dairy industry. If the virus is found in the study, there might be an unintentional 
public perception and the demand for dairy products might decrease. There doesn’t seem to be a 
plan of action if the virus is found for the farmer. 

ATCP 82 Update: We are currently on track with the rule timeline. On October 1, 2024 the 
rules fiscal estimate and economic impact analysis was posted. The next steps are 
administrative before the rules goes to the DATCP Board and then to public hearings. All 
public hearing notifications will be sent to the committee.    

Other Items: The second year of testing soft fresh Hispanic style cheese is complete. There will 
be a new round of raw milk cheese testing for Salmonella, EHEC/STEC, and L.monocytogenes. 
Drug residue testing is ongoing.  We will be sending out a second reminder to the committee to 
complete the 2024 public records training. The 2023 NCIMS documents are now posted to the 
FDA website. DATCP is no longer able to provide paper copies to industry. 

 Subcommittee Updates 
John Umhoefer reported for the Pasteurizer sub-committee. There has not been any new 
candidates for the Emergency Testing and Sealing program. UW is working on a flyer to promote 
the training. Once ATCP 65 is updated, the program will be mandatory for Grade A facilities but 
that will take one to two years. DATCP is recommending plants get involved now before it 
becomes mandatory. Some hurdles that were discussed are for processors are that they do not 
having staff that have the expertise to participate in the program as well as a need for the training 
course and materials to be in Spanish. It would be more ideal to have a third party going through 
the program. 

Alex O’Brien gave an update for the phosphatase sub-committee. They are working on developing 
best practice documents that covers all aspects of the pasteurization process. The goal is to publish 
in the winter edition of the CDR pipeline. Charm is putting together a validation study for frozen 
milk sampling to see if would offer more time to test for phosphatase. 

https://www.fda.gov/food/alerts-advisories-safety-information/updates-highly-pathogenic-avian-influenza-hpai?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery#testing
https://www.fda.gov/food/alerts-advisories-safety-information/updates-highly-pathogenic-avian-influenza-hpai?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery#testing
https://ncims.org/programs/hpai-sampling-program/
https://ncims.org/programs/hpai-sampling-program/
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/avian/avian-influenza/hpai-detections/livestock
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/avian/avian-influenza/hpai-detections/livestock


Chair and Vice Chair Nominations and Members with expiring terms. 
There are five members with expiring terms (Lisa Torkelson, Jessica Hansen, Ben Shibler, 
Nelson Schrock, and Jacquie Papple). These member are able to participate in another two-year 
term if they wish. The Chair and Vice Chair terms are also expiring. DATCP will reach out to 
committee members for member nominations as well and nominations for Chair and Vice Chair.  
Each nominee will submit a short summary of with their background.  DRAC members will vote 
on the members, Chair, and Vice Chair at the next DRAC meeting. 

Member Concerns 
Hydrogen Peroxide: Center for Dairy Research did an initial study with using hydrogen peroxide as 
a processing aid. The results were encouraging.  The study was done on Queso fresco cheese which 
is a high risk cheese. Kevin Dulin who led the study tested various levels with a catalase following 
the CFR for Swiss cheese procedure. The initial study was able to eliminate the residual hydrogen 
peroxide with a catalase. Further testing will be required to gain confirmation. The goal would be to 
get enough data for validation and then move forward for FDA approval. 
Alex O’Brien made a motion to start a hydrogen peroxide sub-committee. Andy Johnson seconded 
the motion. The sub-committee members will be Bob Wills, Laura Traas, John Umhoefer, Kevin 
Dulin, and Kathy Carlson. 

Bulk Milk Weigher and Sampler License Renewal: Industry was able to get a new BMWS applicant 
to the fairgrounds for inspection but now we are being told it needs to be on the farm. 
DATCP: In previous years, this was allowed but DATCP changed our policy due to the fairgrounds 
location not being able to provide a thorough inspection for those initial applicants. DATCP is 
looking into improving this in the future. 

No other member concerns were raised at this time. 

 Summary of Action Items and Person(s) Responsible 

Next Meeting- Tuesday February 11, 2025 from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.The location is 
Wisconsin Cheese Makers Association Training Room, 5117 W. Terrace Drive Ste. 402, 
Madison, WI 53718 

A motion to adjourn was made by Ben Shibler, seconded by Tim Neubauer. 

Meeting ends at 10:53 a.m. 


