



































Nursery Program

Boxwood Blight

This disease of ornamental boxwood plants was first
confirmed in 2018 in Wisconsin. In 2022, all 23 suspect
samples collected by DATCP from 16 nurseries and
retailers, and as part of a nursery-retail pathway survey,
tested negative. One positive case was reported by the
UW-Madison Plant Disease Diagnostics Clinic from Door
County, the only detection in the state in 2022. Boxwood
blight has now been confirmed at nurseries in Kenosha
County, at retailers in Dane and Portage counties, and
on landscape boxwoods in Dane, Door, and Milwaukee
counties. Three nurseries renewed boxwood blight
compliance agreements with DATCP this year.

Hemlock Woolly Adelgid

Program staff continued to work with nurseries that

import hemlock stock to ensure it comes only from
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suppliers who inspect or treat the stock to prevent HWA
transmission. This year, 33 nurseries and landscaping
companies entered into compliance agreements with
DATCP. During inspections, HWA was found on 10
imported hemlock trees at one nursery. Since the
nursery did not have a compliance agreement with
DATCP, the infested hemlock had to be destroyed.

Lily Leaf Beetle

First detected in Marathon County in 2014, the invasive
scarlet-colored lily leaf beetle (LLB) has now been
confirmed in 21 Wisconsin counties: Brown, Calumet,
Clark, Dane, Door, Langlade, Lincoln, Marathon,
Milwaukee, Oneida, Outagamie, Pierce, Portage, Price,
Shawano, Taylor, Vernon, Vilas, Waukesha, Waupaca, and
Wood. No new counties were added to the LLB
distribution map in 2022.







Christmas Tree Program

The program issued 374 Christmas tree grower licenses,
90 Plant Health Certificates, 41 Phytosanitary Certificates
(mostly for international exports), and one State Phyto-
sanitary Certificate (for interstate export) in 2022. The
continued use of Survey 123 for mobile data collection
has greatly increased efficiency and reduced turnaround
time for licensees and the USDA to receive Christmas

tree inspection reports.

Christmas Tree Lot Inspections

Christmas tree lot inspections are conducted from mid-
November until Christmas. The inspections help in
identifying unlicensed growers, documenting tree origin
and certification paperwork, and ensuring trees are free
from regulated pests and diseases.

This season, 67 lots were inspected. Four lots were

unlicensed and three of the four obtained licenses.
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Elongate hemlock scale (EHS, Fiorinia externa) was
suspected at eight lots on fir trees imported from the
eastern U.S. Pest Abatement Orders were issued at four
of those lots after lab samples were confirmed to have
live EHS life stages. Release orders were issued for the
other four lots once the lab determined that all scales
present were dead.

Christmas Tree Inspections Conducted and
Certificates Issued 2020-2022

Year Growers PHCs Phytos Fields Lots
Licensed Issued Issued Inspected Inspected
2020 517 12 34 517 57
2021 606 120 42 606 74
2022 374 90 42 519 67



















Seed Labeling

The Seed Program monitors agricultural, lawn, and
vegetable seed to ensure labeler and dealer compliance
with standards prescribed by the Wisconsin Seed Law.
Seed that does not meet label guarantees or conform
to purity, germination rate and noxious weed seed
restriction standards may be removed from the
marketplace and labelers may be subject to penalties.
Seed program inspectors perform a range of duties,
such as evaluating labels for compliance, issuing stop
sale orders and collecting samples for analysis.

In 2022, DATCP licensed 739 seed labelers. Program
staff conducted 268 inspections and collected 409 seed
samples, an increase from 175 inspections and 368
samples in 2021. Fifty-two new licenses were processed
this year, while 129 seed labelers from 2021 claimed “out

of business” or canceled their licenses.
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Seed industry violations were the second lowest
level in program history (behind 2021). Sixteen
violations were found in the 409 samples, for a 3.9%
violation rate. One of the violations was categorized
as minor, seven were technical, and eight were
considered serious. Six of this year's samples
containing Amaranth spp. seeds were sent for
further determination. None were identified as the
prohibited invasive weeds Palmer amaranth or
waterhemp. The following compliance actions were
taken: 1) 13 seed lots were relabeled and 2) two lots
were removed from sale by the labeler. The table
below summarizes the number of inspections
completed, samples collected, and violation rates in
the last 10 years, including 2020 when inspections

were limited by the pandemic.

Ten-Year Seed Inspection Results 2013-2022

Seed industry violations

were the 2nd lowest level Vear Licensed
in program history. Only 16 Labelers
violations were found in 2013 795
the 409 samples, for a
P 2014 730

3.9% violation rate. One

o . 2015 725
of the violations was

o . 2016 728
categorized as minor
and eight were serious. 2017 742
The 2022 violation rate is 2018 743
also well below the 10- 2019 789
year average of 5.3% and 2020 821
indicates improvement 2021 797
in labeling compliance. 2022 739

10-Yr Ave 754

Labelers Samples % Labelers No. of %
Inspected Collected Sampled Violations Violation

109 375 14% 30 8.0%
207 341 12% 18 53%
236 343 14% 16 4. 7%
219 374 16% 18 4.8%
181 410 16% 22 5.4%
192 371 15% 17 51%
295 392 16% 26 6.6%
39 *84 * * *
175 368 12% 15 4.1%
268 409 14% 16 3.9%
192 347 14% 20 53%
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Potato Program

The Potato Program includes potato rot nematode
inspections, late blight response, and coordination of the
Wisconsin Seed Potato Certification Program (WSPCP)

with the University of Wisconsin-Madison.

In June 2022, the State National Harmonization Program
(SNHP) audited two seed potato growers. Due to
excessive rain in Homestead, Florida, where winter grow-
out testing is conducted, 600 lots from these growers
were flooded and no winter virus readings could be
collected. Instead, DATCP allowed farms to use the
summer field readings from the prior year to certify 300
of the lots, stipulating that the growers must submit
records of field and harvest readings from the prior two
years, along with the 2020 post-harvest test, for
verification of the foundation seed standards. The lots
met standards and were issued North American Certified

Seed Potato Health certificates.

Program staff also conducted fall inspections for potato
rot nematode (PRN), Ditylenchus destructor in 2022.
Potato rot nematode is a quarantine pest which occurs
in localized areas of Asia, Europe, and North America.
Wisconsin is one of 10 states where PRN is found.

Potato fields prioritized for PRN inspection include fields
entering the WSPCP and previously-infested fields with a
current crop of potatoes. Eighteen fields totaling 899.5
acres were inspected for PRN in 2022. All 18 of the fields
were new to seed potato production and showed no
evidence of PRN. In addition, no cases of late blight were

detected in potato fields this season.

Potato rot nematode has never been reported or
intercepted in-state or out-of-state in seed potatoes or

commercial potatoes from Wisconsin. Today, there are a
total of 3,049 acres with a history of PRN infestation.
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Spongy Moth Program

Population increases were most pronounced in the eastern
two-thirds of Wisconsin, where spongy moth has been
established for years. Reports from landowners and DNR
aerial surveys indicated the heaviest caterpillar feeding
occurred in Bayfield County and around the Kettle Moraine
region of southeastern Wisconsin. In the sparsely infested
western one-third of Wisconsin, rates of spread remained
moderate in the southwestern and west-central regions.
Spread rates were notably high, however, in northwestern

Wisconsin along the Lake Superior shore.

Favorable weather conditions are generally accepted as
the driving force behind Wisconsin's population increase.
Three consecutive years of warm, dry summers and
relatively mild winters have limited the impacts of larval
diseases and winter egg mass mortality, respectively. As
a result, more caterpillars have hatched and survived to

Spongy Moth Trapping and Treatment Summary 2013-2022

the adult stage each year. If favorable weather
persists, spongy moth populations will likely
remain high or continue to increase in 2023.

The Spongy Moth Slow the Spread Program
treated outlier populations in 54 sites identified
during the previous trapping season, totaling
121,774 treatment acres. BTK aerial spray appli-
cations began May 19 and ended June 2. Foray
BTK was applied to 16,052 acres at 25 sites in
western Wisconsin. Forest Service mating
disruption (MD) aerial applications occurred from
June 25-July 13. A total of 105,722 acres at 29 sites
were treated with MD in western Wisconsin.

Year Number Number Ave. Moths  Acres
of Traps of Moths per Trap Treated
2013 18,513 353134 19.1 145,860
2014 13.105 92,786 7.1 168.113
2015 1,712 97,505 83 232,668
2016 11,386 86,462 7.6 201,207
2017 10,940 109,333 10.0 154,947
2018 10,748 76,447 7.1 7,288
2019 10,962 52,396 4.8 113,91
2020 10,308 83,720 8.1 152,978
2021 10,787 99,847 93 88,977
2022 10,044 201,549 20.1 121,774


































