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For more information on export opportunities to Japan, contact the Wisconsin 

International Trade Team at: 800-462-5237 or email: International@wisconsin.gov. 

OVERVIEW 
Japan continues to be one of the best opportunities in the world for U.S. exporters of food products. In 2012, 
the United States exported approx. $15 billion worth of agricultural and fish products to Japan. Compare this 
to the total food and drink market in Japan which is valued at around $821.31 billion! If you have a quality 
product that meets the needs and wants of Japanese consumers, that can be produced and delivered 
competitively, and you have the patience to research both the differences in consumer tastes and government 
regulations, you can build an attractive market position in Japan. 1 
 

Japan is Wisconsin’s fifth largest agricultural export destination. In 2012, Wisconsin producers exported a 
total of $106 million worth of food and agricultural products. Leading the exports were dairy products ($27 
million), prepared meat, fish, etc. ($19 million) and miscellaneous grain, seed, fruit, etc. ($8 million). 
 

The organics sector in the U.S and Japan is valued at more than $36 billion combined and rising every year. 
A recent development (effective January 1, 2014) between Japan and the U.S to streamline the exports of 
organic products greatly benefits the U.S farmers’ and processors’ access to the growing Japanese organic 
market. Organic products certified in Japan or the U.S may be sold as organic in either market. This 
agreement only covers products exported from and certified in the U.S or Japan. 
 

Wisconsin companies interested in exporting to Japan should consider the following: 
Are you ready to devote time and money to get to know the market and your potential customers?   
Does your product fall within a food growth area or emerging trend? 
Are you familiar with Japanese import requirements and food regulations? 
Have you considered the differences between the U.S. and Japanese food markets?  

Export Opportunities  
Japan is a good market for products that fall within the following growth areas: 
• Organic and naturally prepared foods/drinks and functional foods/drinks for the 

increasingly health-conscious  
• Prepared precooked foods for consumers looking for convenience  
• Quality ingredients and conveniently prepared, semi-processed foods 
• Obesity is not a major problem but diet consciousness is prevalent 
• Foods that are packaged in smaller portion size 
• Products in easy-to-open containers for the rapidly growing elderly population 
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Meeting Japanese Import  Regulations 
• Before you export, verify all relevant import 
requirements with your Japanese 
customers. They generally have 
the most current information on 
Japanese regulations. 
 
• Provide a detailed list of 
product ingredients to your 
Japanese partners to allow them 
to verify their acceptability. Do 
not assume that U.S. approval 
means Japanese approval.  
 
•Review the Japan Food 
Sanitation Law, at: 
http://www.jetro.go.jp/en/market/regulations 
 
• Carefully check your food additive admissibility.  
See Appendix D in the Ministry of Health, 
Labor and Welfare report at: www.mhlw.go.jp 

Doing Business in Japan 
Business customs in Japan differ greatly from U.S. 
customs. It is important for exporters interested in 
Japan to realize and practice appropriate business 
customs when interacting with potential importers. 
 
 The exchange of business cards is very important. 

When presenting your business card, offer the 
card with the Japanese print facing up so that the 
recipient can read the card without turning it 
over. It is rude to place the card in one’s pocket or 
to write on it. 

 
 Translate your business cards, your company’s 

profile and product brochures into Japanese.  
 

 Be patient regarding requests for documentation, 
ingredients lists, production process, and quality 
assurance. Be punctual to meetings. Use an 
interpreter during business meetings.  

Explore the Market through Trade 
Show Events 
Companies can gain first-hand experience in the 
market and make contacts with key importers by 
participating in international trade events. 
Upcoming events in Japan include: 

 Japan Supermarket Tradeshow 
 Food Show PLUS! at Int'l Food and 

Beverage Exhibition (FOODEX) 
 Health Ingredients Japan 
 Private Label Tradeshow Japan   

 Food Export Midwest Focused Trade Mission to 
Japan for Retail foods, October 2014  
 

For additional events to Japan, make sure to visit the 
Food Export Midwest Association’s website at: 
www.foodexport.org 
 
Sources:  
1. USDA GAIN Report, Number JA3715,“Japan: 

Exporter Guide 2009”  

International Services from the State 
of Wisconsin 
The Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and 
Consumer Protection hosts the International Trade 
Team. Wisconsin companies, whether new to 
exporting or a seasoned international business, can 
benefit from the Team’s extensive knowledge and trade 
expertise. Read our Guide to Services or call us at       
1-800-462-5237 for more information.  

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Lisa Stout 
Agricultural Marketing Development Consultant 
Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection 
Tel: 608-224-5126 
Email: lisa.stout@wi.gov 
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