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Wisconsin Farm
Mediation 

and Arbitration                        
     Program

Mediation
is an effective
process for

resolving
conflict.
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What is mediation?
• In mediation, parties can talk 

openly and confidentially.
• A mediator helps the parties 

explore issues and possible 
solutions.

• Mediators don’t judge, advocate 
for any party or make decisions 
about outcomes.

• Mediators don’t share opinions 
about any of the options, give legal 
advice or provide therapy.

• Participants control the outcomes 
of mediation.  

• An agreement, when accepted by 
the parties, becomes a binding 
contract.

What challenges can 
mediation address?

• creditor/debtor issues
• government program disputes
• environmental issues
• conflicts with fertilizer, seed or  

feed dealers
• landlord/tenant issues
• contracts with food processors
• family conflicts
• conflicts with neighbors
• other ag credit issues
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Steps Toward
Success

The Farm 
Center does 

not charge for 
mediation 
services.

Why mediate?
• Avoid litigation

• Resolve issues

• Communicate your real needs

• Save time and money

• Bridge conflict and reach common 
ground

Disputes can have negative impacts 
on the parties and communities. 
Mediation can alleviate these 
problems by encouraging productive 
communications.

Who may request 
mediation?
Farmers, farm families, individuals or 
business owners who want to discuss 
options for resolving farm-related 
issues.

Do I need an attorney  
or other advisor?
That is up to you.

Attorneys or advisors are not required.

You should decide whether to have 
advisors based on the significance 
of the issues, your comfort level and 
other factors unique to your needs.

We encourage participants to consult 
with attorneys or advisors before 
finalizing written agreements.

How much time will the  
mediation process take?
Each mediation case is unique. The 
mediation process can be as brief as a 
one-hour session. Some cases require 
a series of sessions over a period of 
weeks.

If I choose to mediate,  
what is my role?
Your role is to:

• prepare for mediation by exploring 
all options for resolution.

• negotiate in good faith.

Contact Us:
Wisconsin DATCP
Farm Mediation and 

Arbitration Program (FMAP)
PO Box 8911  Madison WI 53708-8911

608-224-5138 
toll free: 1-800-942-2474  

farmcenter@wi.gov

1. Contact the Farm Mediation 
and Arbitration Program to 
request services.

2. Prepare yourself and  
set goals.

3. Come to mediation with a 
willingness to participate.

4. Bridge the conflict and reach 
common ground.

5. Develop and implement an 
agreement.


