
 

  

DATE: March 5, 2020 
 
TO:  Board of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection 
 
FROM: Randy J. Romanski, Interim Secretary 

Lara Sutherlin, Administrator, Division of Trade and Consumer Protection 
 
SUBJECT: ATCP 134:  Residential Rental Practices; Rulemaking Scope Statement 
 
TO BE PRESENTED BY:   David Woldseth 
 
REQUESTED ACTION: 
 
At the March 5, 2020 Board meeting, the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP) 
will ask the DATCP Board to approve the attached Statement of Scope (SS 001-20) for proposed amendments 
to the current DATCP rule related to residential rental practices.   
 
A scope statement spells out the general purpose and scope of a proposed rule.  DATCP may not begin drafting 
a proposed rule (including a proposal to amend or repeal an existing rule) until the Governor approves a scope 
statement for the proposed rule and the DATCP Board approves the scope statement.  In accordance with Wis. 
Stat. § 227.135 (2), the Governor approved this scope statement for permanent rule changes on December 20, 
2019, thereby allowing DATCP to submit this scope statement for publication and to seek approval of the scope 
statement by the DATCP Board. 
 
DATCP formally published this draft scope statement in the January 6, 2020 Wisconsin Administrative Register 
and filed a copy with the Department of Administration (DOA) at least 10 days before the Board could approve 
the scope statement.  After publication, the Joint Committee for the Review of Administrative Rules required 
DATCP to hold a public hearing on the scope statement under Wis. Stat. § 227.136 (1).  The Board approved 
the public hearing notice at its January 30, 2020 meeting as required by Wis. Stat. § 227.136 (2).  The 
Department held the hearing on Monday, February 17, 2020, and permitted public comments until Tuesday, 
February 18, 2020.  DATCP only received the one attached comment on the scope statement.  DATCP did not 
act upon the comment since the comment simply agreed the rule should be changed.    
 
If the Board approves the scope statement, the Department will begin work to draft the permanent rule. 
Approval of a scope statement is just the first, preliminary step in a lengthy process for enacting permanent 
rules. The Board will have at least two further opportunities to review the proposed rule.  The Board must 
approve a hearing draft rule before DATCP may hold public hearings on the rule proposal.  The Board must 
also approve the final draft rule before DATCP may adopt the rule. The permanent rule will be effective when 
the final draft has been approved by the DATCP Board, approved by the Governor, completed the legislative 
review process and adopted by the Secretary.  
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February 20, 2020 
 
 
 
35TDivision of Trade and Consumer Protection, Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection 
35TATTN:  David Woldseth 
35TP.O. Box 8911 
35TMadison, WI 53708-8911 
 
35TRE:  Scope Statement 35TSS U001-20U 
 
35TDear Mr. Woldseth: 
 
35TAlthough I am unable to attend in person to speak in favor of the proposed changes to ATCP 134, I am writing 
to let you know that the Wisconsin Housing Alliance supports your efforts to fully implement Wisconsin Act 317 
so that chapter 704 stats will be reflected in ATCP 134. 
 
35TThank you and feel free to contact me if you have any question for me. 
  
Sincerely, 

 
 
Amy Bliss 
Executive Director 
Amy@housingalliance.us 
 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/scope/001-20

