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	Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection
Division of Agricultural Resource Management, AIS Program
PO Box 8911,   Madison, WI 53708-8911
Phone: (608) 224-4650   Fax (608) 224-4615

	Agricultural Impact Notice for Highway Projects 
	Wis. Stat §32.035.

	Please complete this Notice for highway projects as required by Wis. Stat. § 32.035(3) and include complete information for each project alternative.  This form is intended to notify Department staff of a proposed highway project on agricultural land.  Information provided in this form will be used to determine whether an Agricultural Impact Statement (“AIS”) will be needed for the proposed project, and to prepare the AIS, if one is needed.  
Submit this form and all associated files electronically.  Submissions may be emailed to the Department at: DATCPAgImpactStatements@wisconsin.gov, uploaded onto an FTP site, or submitted on a compact disc and mailed to the address above.  Maximum file size for email to the Department is 15 MB.  
Personally identifiable information you provide may be used for secondary purposes other than that for which it was collected (Wis. Stat. § 15.04 (1)(m)).



	Section 1: General Information

	PROJECT TITLE
[bookmark: Text34][bookmark: _GoBack]     
	WISDOT PROJECT ID 
[bookmark: Text2]     
	COUNTY(IES)
[bookmark: Text3]     

	CONTACT FOR PROJECT QUESTIONS (If WisDOT Project, list Project Manager)
[bookmark: Text4]NAME:                                                COMPANY / AGENCY (if not WisDOT):      
PHONE NUMBER:                                 EMAIL ADDRESS:      

	BILLING INFORMATION:
|_| WISDOT             |_| OTHER (Fill out the information below)   
NAME:                                                COMPANY/AGENCY:      
ADDRESS:      
PHONE NUMBER:                                 EMAIL ADDRESS:      

	WILL A CONCEPTUAL STAGE RELOCATION PLAN BE PREPARED FOR THE PROJECT? 
[bookmark: Check12][bookmark: Check13][bookmark: Check14]|_| YES       STATUS                      |_| NO                           |_| UNKNOWN  

	WISDOT ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTS 
|_| EA        |_| EIS      |_| OTHER      |_| NONE REQUIRED  
	ESTIMATED ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT COMPLETION DATE 
     

	DATE FINAL AIS IS NEEDED
     
	ANTICIPATED START DATE FOR LAND ACQUISITIONS 
[bookmark: Text17]     

	PROJECTED CONSTRUCTION START DATE
[bookmark: Text18]     
	PROJECTED CONSTRUCTION COMPLETION DATE
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Definitions
Agricultural Properties includes any of the following activities conducted for the purpose of producing an income or livelihood:
· Crop or forage production.
· Keeping livestock.
· Beekeeping.
· Nursery, sod, or Christmas tree production.
· Floriculture.
· Aquaculture.
· Fur farming.
· Forest management.
· Enrolling land in a federal agricultural commodity payment program or a federal or state agricultural land conservation payment program.
Farm is defined as all land under common ownership that is primarily devoted to agricultural land use
Agricultural Land Use Categories
All information provided in this form and associated files should identify agricultural properties according to the following agricultural land use categories.  The Department recommends a minimum mapping unit of one-half acre.
Cropland – Land that is planted in row crops, small grains, or hay.
Pasture – Land that supports grass or other vegetation for domestic grazing animals.
Idle or Fallow Fields – Land that is cleared and maintained as agricultural fields but is not currently planted/cultivated.
Specialty Farmland – Unique cropland that does not fit into the categories above.  Examples include cropland used to grow vegetables, Christmas tree farms, orchards, nurseries, and horticultural land (such as cranberries, ginseng, fruit farms, hops, and vineyards).  Identify the type of specialty farm.
Other Agricultural Land – Land use or structures that do not fit into the above categories.  It may include wooded areas, wetlands, farm residences, farm buildings, ponds, and private farm roads.  Do not include individual bushes, drainage swales, fence rows, which should be included with the associated type of farm land use.
Non-Agricultural Land – All non-agricultural land uses.

Mapping Requirements
GIS shapefiles or geodatabases are preferred but will accept AutoCAD files with a defined coordinate system.  For data representing project areas such as parcels, ROW, or acquisitions, data should be polygons and not polylines, if possible.




	Section 2: Associated Files
Submit the following information in electronic formats including GIS files (shapefiles or geodatabases) and Excel spreadsheets.  GIS shapefiles are preferred but will accept AutoCAD files with a defined coordinate system.  See sample spreadsheets for recommended formats and types of data. 

	a) Landowner Parcels.  Submit data (GIS preferred) identifying all properties affected by the project, landowner names, unique ID (if any), tax parcel number, alternative ID, address, contact information, acres within ROW, type of acquisition (fee-simple, easement), and identification of those that are agricultural properties.  
	|_| Submitted 

	b) Mailing List.  Submit in Excel spreadsheets:
1. All properties crossed by the proposed ROW, including landowner names, tax parcel number, alternative ID, mailing address, contact information, acres within ROW, type of acquisition (fee-simple, easement), and identification of those that are properties that are agricultural properties.  
2. Contact information of any other individual, group, club, or committee that has shown an interest in the project or requested an AIS. 
	|_| Submitted

	c) Project Information.  Submit data (GIS preferred) identifying the proposed ROW.  Include the area (acres), acquisition type (fee-simple, easement), and ROW type (new, existing).  Also identify any relocations.
	|_| Submitted 

	d) Existing Highway Facilities.  Submit data (GIS preferred), text, and/or diagrams that serve to illustrate existing highway ROWs that would connect to the project and their disposition as a result of this project.
	[bookmark: Check7]|_| Submitted 

	e) Land Use.  Submit data (GIS preferred) and Excel spreadsheets that identify the Department agricultural land use categories (cropland, idle or fallow land, pasture, specialty farmland, other agricultural land, or non-agricultural land as defined on Page 2 of this form) for the proposed project ROW.  Provide acres for each agricultural land use type for each alternative.
	[bookmark: Check8]|_| Submitted 

	f) Wetlands and Waterways.  GIS data for field-delineated wetlands and waterways.
	[bookmark: Check10]|_| Submitted 

	g) Maps/Figures.  Submit project-specific maps/figures showing sufficient detail and location information to fully describe the project.
	[bookmark: Check11]|_| Submitted

	Explain why any of the above information is not applicable or if the information is not known or available for the proposed project:         




Section 3: Project Description 
(Summarize the information with figures, maps, and tables.)

a) Describe the proposed project. 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]1. Location (counties, towns, cities, villages):       
2. Affected Highway:       
3. Starting Point:            Ending Point:       
[bookmark: Text40]4. ROW Acres of Agricultural Land to be Acquired for Each Alternative:         

b) Summarize the project need (provide overview figures/maps, if needed).       

c) Summarize the proposed alternatives and identify the preferred alternative.  Including anticipated road ROW widths and any easements.       

d) Summarize alternatives that have been eliminated from further evaluation and why they are not proposed.       

e) Describe the existing roads, ROWs, or facilities connected to this project and whether they would be removed, altered, or change ownership as a result of this project.       

f) Describe any direct land use changes or indirect effects anticipated to occur as a result of the proposed project.       

g) Summarize any stakeholder input or feedback related to any adverse, beneficial, or controversial effects of the proposed project on farm operations, as well as any measures designed to reduce the adverse effects or to provide additional benefits.       


Section 4: Agricultural Impact Evaluations

a)  Complete the Department spreadsheet identifying all farm operations and the specific acres of land that would be required for this project for each proposed alternative.       

[bookmark: Text47]b)  Identify any farm buildings or structures would be acquired or relocated as a result of the proposed project.  Provide diagram/maps showing each building location in relation to the parcel boundary and the project ROW and identify the property owner(s).       

c)  Identify any properties where the proposed project would sever farm parcels, affect cattle passes, or change existing access to farmland.  Provide details of the potential impacts to these properties and any proposed mitigation.       

d)  If known, identify agricultural properties, which are operated by someone other than the property owner.  Submit a table with information including property address, parcel number, and contact information.       

e)  Discuss if any agricultural properties purchased in fee-simple would be made available to farm operators on a lease-back basis.  If so, identify the parcels.       

f)  Identify any known specialty farms that would be impacted by the project and discuss any additional concerns, consultations, and mitigation that would be required to minimize impacts from the proposed construction activities.       

g)  Identify any known agricultural properties with livestock and any additional concerns, consultations, and mitigation that would be required to minimize impacts from the proposed construction activities.       

[bookmark: Text48]h)  Describe any potential impacts the proposed project would have on property improvements such as windbreaks, fencing, drainage ditches or tiling, irrigation systems, or wells.       

i)  Describe the project’s potential impact on trees within the project ROW.       

[bookmark: Text42]j)  Identify any known farm operations that are certified organic producers or that incorporate organic practices and discuss any additional concerns, consultations, and mitigation that would be required to minimize impacts from proposed construction activities.       
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