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SWRM Grant Resources 
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Policies/Procedures

Forms

Examples

Non-DATCP resources

Allocation / Application

https://datcp.wi.gov/Pages/Programs_Services/SWRMGrantResou

rces.aspx

https://datcp.wi.gov/Pages/Programs_Services/SWRMGrantResources.aspx


WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION

SECTION 1
JOINT GRANT ALLOCATION



WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION

DATCP/DNR JOINT ALLOCATION PLAN

DATCP and 
DNR jointly 
release RFP 
at end of 
January

Applications 
due April 15

Allocation 
Plan prepared 

April-July

Preliminary 
Allocation 

Plan to 
LWCB in 
August or 
October

30 day 
comment 

period

Final 
Allocation 

Plan to 
LWCB in 

October or 
December

DATCP/DNR 
Secretaries 

sign the Joint 
Allocation 

Plan

Contracts 
signed



WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION

STAFFING GRANTS

First position: May only claim conservationist, technician or engineer. 
Person must spend over 95% performing qualifying conservation (SWRM) 
work

Statutory Goal (s. 92.14)(6)(b)

 100% of 1st position
 70% of 2nd position
 50% of 3rd and subsequent positions



WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION

STAFFING GRANT POLICIES

Prerequisites for eligibility:
• Approved Land and Water Resource Management Plan (approved for 10 years)

• Current annual workplan

• Annual report covering the previous year’s activities

Staffing grants can pay for permanent staff, LTEs, independent contractors and support 
costs (up to 10% of total grant)

Tier one award:  $75,000 or actual costs of the 1st position, whichever is more
• Must work at least 95% on qualifying conservation activities

• Cannot count positions vacant more than a year

Tier two award:  Actual costs, prorated by time not spent on conservation activities



WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION

STRUCTURAL – COST-SHARE GRANTS

Percentage of funds awarded according to these criteria 
$10,000 base (20%)

3-year cumulative under-spending percentage (16%)

Ag Census land in farms by acres (32%)

3-year cumulative spent on cost-shared practices (32%)

DATCP will score counties using data in its possession 



WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION

SEG FUNDS  - COST-SHARE 

50% of SEG cost-share allocation should 
be used for nutrient management 
planning. 

Remaining 50% can be used for cropping 
practices such as cover crops or no-till. 

With DATCP pre-approval, up to 50% of 
SEG cost-share funds can be used for 
structural practices in support of 
implementing a nutrient management 
plan.



WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION

SECTION 2
STAFFING GRANT REIMBURSEMENT



STAFFING GRANT REIMBURSEMENT

Download form

File only one request



STAFFING GRANT REIMBURSEMENT

Other Approved Costs only include 

costs for 

• Economic hardship determinations 

• Cultural resource checks 

Sign electronically by typing 

name in signature block 



WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION

SECTION 3
LANDOWNER CONTRACTS AND CHANGE ORDERS



WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION

ONE YEAR CYCLE FOR COST-SHARE PROJECTS

Sign cost-share contracts in the year funds are awarded 

 May sign cost-share contracts with landowners beginning 

January 1 of a grant cycle

Complete by Dec. 31 (must incur all costs) or extend incomplete 

projects 

Counties pay landowner for completed projects by Jan. 31 of 

the next year

Request reimbursement no later than Feb. 15 of the next year



WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION

INELIGIBLE PRACTICES AND COSTS

• Required as part of a CAFO permit.

• Excludes streambank protection

• Heavy use area protection as a separate 
practice

• Must be cost-shared as a component of 
another practice.

• State or local permit fees



WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION

SIGNATORY REQUIREMENTS

When does a signature need 

to be notarized?

• Cost-share contract is recorded at the 
register of deeds for any reason, the 
signatures should be notarized.

• Contract includes an agreement or 
easement involving interest in land, and 
payment is made for land out of 
production or CREP-equivalent

Landowners must sign first page of cost-
share agreement. Spouse must sign if 
landowner is married. 

Use Exhibit A-1 for additional signatures

• Multiple landowners

• Grant recipient/operator is receiving 
payment



Pull down ensures correct practice 

code and unit of measure
Enter zero if no change in 

units

In this case, do not enter 1



Use negative numbers to correctly 

capture a reduction in cost-sharing 

and units 

Use negative numbers to correctly 

capture a reduction in cost-sharing 

and units 

Automatically calculates adjusted 

cost-share amount and units 



WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION

SECTION 4

COST-SHARE REIMBURSEMENTS AND PROJECT 

EXTENSIONS



WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION

EMAIL REIMBURSEMENT REQUESTS

• Complete and convert to PDFs 

• Organize submission with reimbursement 
request form first, certification documentation 
next, cost-share contract last

• Send to datcpswrm@wisconsin.gov



WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION

RECORDING

Required if DATCP cost-sharing exceeds 
$14,000 for structural practices

 Applies to change orders cost increases 

Record after project is complete and before 
requesting payment from DATCP

May use DATCP funds to pay recording cost 

 Include cost in the total project cost



For partial payment, 

select proper payment 



50.88 Streambank Prot BR12 3,000 2,000 3,500

• Must have independent WQ benefits 

08



50.88 Streambank Prot BR12 3,000 2,000 3,500

If form has default NR 151 code of “00,” then a 

maximum of 50% cost-sharing for: 

• Access roads (50.65)

• Roof runoff systems (50.85)

• Streambank and shoreline protection (50.88) 

• Stream crossing (50.885)

• Wetlands (50.98)



50.88 Streambank Prot BR12 3,000 2,000 3,500

70% cost-sharing for these 

practices if farmland and NR 151 

code provided: 

• Access roads (50.65)

• Roof runoff systems (50.85)

• Streambank and shoreline 

protection (50.88) 

• Stream crossing (50.885)

• Wetlands (50.98)



08



Guidance on 

selection  NR 151 

codes for 70% 

cost-sharing for 

select practices 



WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION

CONTRACT EXTENSION REQUEST

By December 31st

Sign contract with landowner 

Electronically submit requests to DATCP 

 Provide contract and changes orders 

 Late filing (through Feb. 15) for extension 
requests for good cause (staff absence, 
destroyed records) 

 If in doubt, submit request for all  unfinished 
projects



WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION

SECTION 5
NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT CONTRACTS



Identify all landowners who have land 
covered by the NM plan

Sign a separate contract with each 
landowner

 Operator must sign Exhibit A1 for each 
contract



WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION

COST-SHARING AND CONTINUING COMPLIANCE

No cost-sharing unless continuing 
compliance secured

All landowners must maintain NM 
compliance for as long as the land is 
farmed 

 Not just for the four years of the 

contract 



WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION

SECURING CONTINUING 

COMPLIANCE

Discuss with operator and 
landowner 

Operator and landowner must 
initial acknowledgement on contract 

If offering a lower rate than the 
maximum of $10/acre/year for 4 
years, continuing compliance must 
be submitted with cost-share 
contract



WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION

Attach Nutrient 
Management checklist


