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• HUC is short for ‘hydrologic unit 
code’. 

• HUC’s provide a hierarchical, 
numeric code that uniquely 
identifies hydrologic units or 
watershed boundaries.

• There are six levels of HUCs: 
• 2-digit (region), 
• 4-digit (subregion), 
• 6-digit (accounting unit), 
• 8-digit (cataloguing unit), 
• 10-digit (watershed), 
• 12-digit (subwatershed).





https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/SurfaceWater/NutrientStrategy.html





HUC 8’s – Eau Claire River Watershed highlighted. 



EC River HUC 8 highlighted
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HUC 12s thin red boundary







https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/SurfaceWater
/NutrientStrategy.html



DNR is working with counties and other partners to focus water quality 
protection and restoration efforts at the HUC 10  and HUC 12 scales.   

Why are HUC’s important to counties?  It provides a common 
geographic area/scale for counties to:
• Focus/track LW plan implementation efforts
• Submit Grant Applications 
• Develop and Implement 9 Element Watershed Based Plans
• Work to restore impaired waters and TMDLs
• Coordinate with DNR to complete WQ Monitoring  

For more HUC information see: NRCS Hydrologic Units









National Water Quality Initiative





Links to NRCS Resources
• NRCS Wisconsin Resources: www.wi.nrcs.usda.gov
• Watersheds, Hydrologic Units, Hydrologic Unit Codes, Watershed Approach: 

www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb1042207.pdf
• National Geospatial Center of Excellence (NGCE) | NRCS: 

www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/ngce/
• Rapid Watershed Assessments:

www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/wi/technical/dma/rwa/
• NRCS 12 Digit HUC Subwatersheds Lists:

www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detailfull/national/home/?&cid=nrcsdev11_024117
• NRCS Watershed Resources

– National Water Quality Initiative: 
www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/wi/programs/landscape/?cid=nrcs142p2_020763

– Mississippi River Basin Healthy Watersheds Initiative: 
www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/wi/programs/landscape/?cid=nrcs142p2_020764

– Great Lakes Restoration Initiative: 
www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/wi/programs/landscape/?cid=nrcs142p2_020762


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	National Water Quality Initiative
	Slide Number 17
	Links to NRCS Resources

