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SUPPORTING AGRICULTURE IN THE GOVERNOR’S BUDGET



WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION

2021-23 GOVERNORS BUDGET FOR CLIMATE CHANGE IN AG

• Increase County Land Conservation Staffing

• Climate change assessment and strategy development 
- $1.8 million/yr

• Overall staffing grant increase of $3.6 million in 
2021-22, $3.708 million in 2022-23

• Regenerative Ag and Carbon Sequestration Grant 
Program 

• $370,000/yr for a pilot program that studies the 
feasibility of a carbon market covering the state

• Provide grants to producers and producer-led groups 
who participate in a carbon market pilot program

• Soil Health Incentives

• Provide funding and 1.0 FTE at the State 
Laboratory of Hygiene for soil health testing

• Increased funding for Producer Led Program to $1 
million/yr

• Grazing Program –

• Grazing education and training (no positions)

• Grants for grazing/conservation/regenerative ag -
$320,000/yr



WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION

OTHER CONSERVATION FOCUSED BUDGET AND PROGRAMMATIC 

ITEMS

• Nutrient and Manure Management 
• Biodigester Planning Grants - $250,000/yr

• Nitrogen Optimization Grants –$500,000/yr

• Water Stewardship Certification Program
• $250,000/yr in grants to producers for Alliance 

for Water Stewardship Certification

• 0.5 FTE at DATCP to administer

• Related -

• Farmland Preservation Planning Grant funds –
able to use unallocated dollars for implementation 
of county farmland preservation programs

• Increased bonding authority for cost-share 
projects such as grassed waterways, manure 
storage, streambank stabilization, etc. 

• Public Service Commission - reevaluate the 
appropriate social cost of carbon every two years,
and consider it when determining issuance of 
construction certifications.
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